MECKLENBURG COUNTY FACILITIES NAMING AND RENAMING POLICY

II.

I1I.

IV.

APPLICATION

General Policy Statement

The Board of County Commissioners (BOCC) shall be responsible for approving
all names of facilities in Mecklenburg County Government consistent with the
Mecklenburg County Facilities Naming Policy.

Applicant’s Information

Name of Individual/Group Making Application: Bill & Kathy Cooper (along with
Rich Cho, Gillian Stevens, Peter Popovich, and Rodney Allman)

Address: 737 Riding Crop Court, Wesley Chapel, NC 28079

Telephone: Home: (704) 821-3886 Mobile (Kathy): (704) 519-8323 Mobile
(Bill): (704) 219-3040 Fax: N/A

Email: kathyscooper78@gmail.com

Site of Naming/Renaming to be Considered: Clarks Creek Community Park
Pickleball Courts (just the Pickleball Courts, not the entire Park)

Recommendation and Supporting Information

Recommended Name: John Stevens Pickleball Center

The recommended name is a reference to (check one of the following):
___aliving person

_ X adeceased person

___other reference (please explain):

(If none of the above, please skip all remaining questions and provide a one-page
rationale to support recommended name)

Background Check

If the request is to name a facility after a person, living or deceased, please
provide the following information about that person. This information will be
used only to conduct a background check on the person for whom the naming is
being requested and will be held confidential.

Current Address (if living): N/A
Date of Birth: December 17, 1966

Social Security Number:




VI

VIL

VIII.

Name of civic/community activities, position of leadership and dates of
involvement: John Stevens was a stalwart of North Carolina pickleball. He was a
terrific player and an even better person. He was always a great ambassador for the
sport, trying to spread the word of pickleball to many different communities throughout
North Carolina. John was involved in conducting exhibitions to teach and showcase
pickleball to people of all ages. Although he was much better than most players, he
always provided encouragement to players of all skill levels and tried to help them
improve their game. When he passed away unexpectedly, it profoundly affected the
entire pickleball community — men, women, beginners, intermediates, and advanced
players - a testament to the kindness he exhibited to players of all ages and abilities.
John spearheaded the effort to convince Mecklenburg Parks and Recreation to include
pickleball lines on the tennis courts at Tuckaseegee Park in 2016. These outdoor
pickleball courts were the first of its kind in the Charlotte area and are used regularly
now by players of all skill levels.

John was also very instrumental in persuading Mecklenburg Parks and Recreation to
build eight dedicated pickleball courts at the new, upcoming Clarks Creek Community
Park. These dedicated pickleball courts will be the first of its kind in the greater
Charlotte area, and the entire pickleball community is excited for its opening.

Organizations and positions held: John was in charge of the Charlotte Pickleball Club
and would answer questions from players inquiring about the game, looking for places
to play, or looking for potential partners for upcoming tournaments.

Awards and honors: John was one of the best pickleball players in North Carolina and
won numerous medals over the years with various partners. He was always gracious in

wins and defeats. He has won more medals than shown below, but these are the awards
that are on record in pickleballtournaments.com.

Date Event Partner Award / Medal
October, 2018 NC Senior Games Doug Vickers Gold
August, 2018 Battle on Beech Peter Popovich Silver

July, 2018 Firecracker Explosion Jon Ludwig Silver
January, 2018 |East Naples Winter Classic| Trey Honeycutt Silver
October, 2017 | Atlantic South Regional | Trey Honeycutt Gold

May, 2017 Atlanta Open Nate Guy Gold
February, 2017 NC Slam John Bullins Silver

November, 2016 NC Holiday Smash John Bullins Bronze
August, 2016 Palmetto Invitational John Bullins Bronze
July, 2016 USA Masters Marcus Luke Bronze
November, 2015 NC Holiday Smash Sandra Stewart Bronze
November, 2015 NC Holiday Smash Ryan Manchester Silver
August, 2015 Greensboro Classic Jon Ludwig Bronze
April, 2015 Low Country Classic Sandra Stewart Bronze
March, 2015 Atlantic South Regional | Trey Honeycutt Gold
March, 2015 Atlantic South Regional Sandra Stewart Silver
March, 2014 Low Country Classic Steve Boswell Bronze

Additional comments: Please see attached Appendix A, B, C, and D:



APPENDIX A

I. Tuckaseegee Park: \When the pickleball courts opened at Tuckaseegee Park, there
were several articles that mentioned John Stevens as the driving force behind
convincing Mecklenburg Parks and Recreation to include pickleball lines on the
tennis courts.

New Courts Open at Tuckaseegee Park

Over 30 area P’ballers met at
Tuckaseegee Park on the 2279 of June
to celebrate the Grand Opening of 6
outdoor Pickleball courts. The newly
resurfaced courts are lined for both
Pickleball and Tennis and are lighted.
Located at 4820 Tuckaseegee Rd,
Charlotte, NC 28208, the courts are
[ — ' just —_—
: a lob and a dink away from Uptown Charlotte. The
- a Rec Center at the park has nice clean shower
e » facilities for those who might want to sneak away
from the office midday and return without smelling
like an old pair of gym socks. A Sign-Up Genius
has been created to make everyone aware of who
is planning to play on each specific day (see Pickleball Venues at the end of this
newsletter for the link). The Courts are available first come, first serve from 8:00 a.m.
until 9:00 p.m. everyday and the times in the sign up genius are just there for
convenience. Feel free to get your own group together at a different time. These are
Public Courts and are meant to be used!

MVP...

This month’s Most Valuable Pickler is John Stevens, who just

- happens to be the person primarily responsible for the new courts at
Tuckaseegee Park. John will be the first to tell you that he did
nothing heroic, just pestered Meck Parks & Rec for over 3 years
until they agreed to include Pickleball lines on the new courts.
Originally from Cincinnati, John moved to Charlottein 2008. He
began playing Pickleball at the JCC, where he played for about 6
years before becoming a Pickleball vagabond, playing at numerous venues
throughout the Greater Charlotte area -- wherever he can find a good game.
Formerly a Commercial Real Estate Developer, John is involved in several projects
as an investor and also helps his wife Gillian with her online business at
www.dewdropdesigns.com .




TUCKASEEGEE CENTER CHARLOTTE NC

Posted on June 23, 2016 by North Carolina Pickleball Leave a comment

Desiré Hart Osman with Rodney Allman and 12 others in Q Charlotte, North
Carolina.

4 hrs

Grand Opening of the new Pickleball Courts at Tuckaseegee Rec Center. 6 beautiful
new courts.Dick Osman, Trish Tricia Snyder, Terry Frye, Bill Cooper, Sharon
MacKenzie, Sharon Robison Davis, Jim Stapleton, Ed Wielunski

NORTH CAROLINA PICKLEBALL — GRAND OPENING
MECKLENBURG COUNTY PARKS

Photos courtesy of Sharon MacKenzie

Kudos to our great friend John Stevens who has been working diligently with Mecklenburg County Parks
for over three years....... Thanks to John’s hard work and effort, we now have 6 new lite pickleball courts

in the county.......



ll. Fund Raiser: At the March Madness Pickleball Tournament held recently at
Caroline Courts in Concord, there was a fund raiser that raised over $2000 in John’s
name. Subject to Mecklenburg County Parks and Recreation’s approval, the thought
behind the fund raiser was to donate the proceeds to Mecklenburg County Parks and
Recreation to purchase viewing/sitting benches that could be installed at or near the
new Huck’s Road Community Park pickleball courts. In addition, the proceeds would
be used to purchase a commemorative plaque memorializing (a) John's efforts in
bringing pickleball to Clarks Creek Community Park and (b) John’s efforts in
promoting pickleball throughout Charlotte.

lll.Facebook Page Remembering John Stevens: A Facebook page
(https://www.facebook.com/stevens.johna) remembering John Stevens has a couple
posts regarding the fundraiser:

A. Posting from Rodney Allman, one of John’s best friends:

R.L. Allman

March 4 at 12:48 PM -

Thank you Jon Post for all your hard work to make this heartfelt dedication to our
great friend John Stevens. Over $2000 raised in John Stevens name!

W

e = h_ — —
John Stevens

1966-2018

John Stevens was a sweetheart of a gentleman. He was one of the top pickleball
players in NC and known for having a kind soul. | count him among the most
influential people in my life and the impact he had on the area’s pickieball
community is immeasurable. He was the epitome of a classy gentleman. He was
beloved by all who were blessed enough to have met him.

John was a pioneer In putting pickleball on the map in the Charlotte area. He
worked for years with the City of Charlotte and was successful in persuading the
city to line off six courts for pickleball play at Tuckaseegee Recreation Center. He
was also instrumental in the city's decision to Include dedicated Pickleball courts
2 n of the Charlotte

In the Hucks Road Park Master Plan. John was a
Pickleball Club Facebook page
a

Rodney Allman




B. Posting from Jon Post, the March Madness Tournament Director:

Jon Post is with Mark Rankin and 4 others.

March 4 at 9:57 AM -

March Madness is in the books!

We just wrapped up March Madness, a great pickleball event in Concord, NC. I could not
believe how friendly, nice, and cooperative all of the players were. It makes me proud to be a
pickleball player. It truly brings out the best in all of us. Watching how the people interacted
during the matches...laughing, calling balls out on themselves, hearty congrats after losing
and winning, respectful watching and cheering for the good shots, not just the ones your
favorite players hit...... all these things contribute to the experience. Thank you so much for
the way we treat this sport.

The John Stevens raffle was a great success. For those that weren’t here, we asked for
donations to a fund in memory of our good friend who passed away in late 2018. The idea is
that John’s family and close friends want to honor him by purchasing some permanent
benches on the pickleball courts at the new Huck’s Road Park. The plan is to put engraved
plaques with an inscription showing thanks to John for his hard work in helping establish
Huck’s as a pickleball venue, as well as his efforts at bringing public pickleball to other
places in the Charlotte area. Well, folks really opened their hearts and wallets and we raised
$2029. That is so awesome!

IV. Memorial Tournament in John’s Name: We would like to establish an annual
tournament in John’s name. Proceeds from the tournament would go to a
foundation in John’s name that can be used to continue the legacy that John left by
funding pickleball-related projects that John would be passionate and proud of in
Charlotte (e.g. paddles and balls for kids, etc.). We would work collaboratively with
Mecklenburg Parks and Recreation to determine where the proceeds could best be
used. A document outlining the ideas and plans for the tournament was sent to
Michael Jackson at the Mecklenburg Parks and Recreation department and he
subsequently sent it to Michael Moraglia. A copy of the document is attached below:



JOHN STEVENS PICKLEBALL TOURNAMENT

A. Goal: Establish an annual pickleball tournament in John Stevens’s name.

1.

John was very passionate about pickleball in North Carolina and was
instrumental in various pickleball-related projects over the years. In
particular, he was the driving force behind implementing pickleball at
Tuckaseegee Park as well as the upcoming courts at Clarks Creek
Community Park.

Proceeds from the tournament will go to a scholarship or foundation in John’s
name that can be used to continue the legacy that John left by funding
pickleball-related projects that John would be passionate and proud of in
Charlotte (e.g. paddles and balls for kids, etc.).

We’d like to have a plaque (or equivalent) that can be placed at Clarks
Creek Community Park and/or Tuckaseegee to honor John’s legacy.
This could perhaps be done in conjunction with the tournament.

B. Location: Clarks Creek Community Park pickleball courts.

C. Dates:

1.

We’d like to hold the tournament sometime during the upcoming summer or
early Fall. This would give us the best chance to avoid a rainout.

The tournament would be two days (Saturday & Sunday), with open practice
available the day before the tournament.

We’d have to work around some of the other tournaments around the area as
well as some national tournaments that already have dates in place.

D. Registration / Publicity:

1.

Nearly every pickleball tournament in the country (both USAPA sanctioned
and non-sanctioned tournaments) uses pickleballtournaments.com to allow
participants to register and pay on-line for the event. It's also a vehicle to
easily manage the tournament brackets (winner's and consolation brackets
up to and including the gold, silver, and bronze medals).

There is a cost to use the pickleballtournaments.com software, but we would
just pass that cost on to each participant during the registration process.

We can publicize the tournament through Facebook and several pickleball
forums. Having participants will not be an issue, and we will likely have to
cap the number of participants in each division due to the limited number of
courts.



4.

John was a high-level player (4.5/5.0 level) who had many different doubles
partners over the years and many opponents who admired his game and well
as who he was as a person. We’ve received numerous inquiries regarding a
tournament in his name, so we expect that many high-level players would
participate in the event. It would be a great opportunity for the public to see
high level pickleball in the Charlotte area and it would also provide great
exposure for the new Clarks Creek Community Park.

E. T-Shirts

1.

A commemorative t-shirt will be given to each participant. Proceeds from the
tournament will pay for the t-shirts.

John’s wife Gillian will design the t-shirt. She mentioned that she’d like to
have John'’s initials inside a circle on the upper left chest and the words “Is
this for the belt?” on the back of the shirt. The phrase “Is this for the belt?”
was a question John posed frequently on the pickleball court to determine
who the winner was for the day. Gillian also mentioned that he would use it
in everyday events outside of pickleball because he was so competitive.

Gillian can get the t-shirts at wholesale through her company and can also
get them screen-printed. She mentioned some of John’s favorite shirt colors
were red, royal blue, and black.

F. Potential Tournament Names: Some potential names are:

1.

2.

3.

4.

John Stevens Memorial Tournament

John Arthur Stevens Memorial Tournament

John Stevens Pickle Palooza

John Arthur Stevens Pickle Palooza

G. Fundraiser: We would try to raise some money during the tournament for the
scholarship/foundation through the following:

1.

50/50 Raffle: People can buy raffle tickets and 50% of the money goes to the
winner, and the other 50% goes to the scholarship/foundation.

Autographed Item: We could have a silent auction for an autographed item.
An example would be a signed basketball or football.

Food/Drinks: We could perhaps raise additional money by selling food/drinks
during the event.

H. Miscellaneous:

1.

The tournament would be co-ed, so everyone can participate. To draw the
most people, it would likely have a number of different skill levels similar to
other pickleball tournaments and as mentioned earlier, be played over a two
day period.

With our pickleball connections as well as the affinity that so many people
had for John, we would likely be able to gather a number of volunteers to help
run the event.



3. A belt would be given to the winner of the Men’s and Women’s Open division.
Medals will be awarded to second and third place in the Open division. In all
other divisions, medals would be awarded for first, second, and third place.
Proceeds from the tournament will pay for the belts and medals.

4. Information about the tournament will be provided to the entire pickleball
community so people that John knew who don’t live in the area can
participate in the event.



APPENDIX B

Letter from Gillian Stevens (Wife of John Stevens)

My husband, John, stumbled upon Pickleball one day while exercising at the JCC. After a good
workout we were both exhausted, but John, always the competitor, teasingly ran to beat me to
the water fountain. An elderly onlooker laughed and said, “Wow, you are fast... and clearly like
to win! Have | got the sport for you.” John got a kick out of the old man’s spirit. The man asked
us if we had a minute to follow him into another gym. Intrigued, we went and it is no
exaggeration to say that day, a passion was born. One hour on the Pickleball court was all John
needed to become its biggest fan!

Having grown up an avid tennis and ping-pong enthusiast, Pickleball was right up John’s

alley. The perfect mix of exercise, skill and fun, this game had all of the qualities John desired.
He loved that it was open to all ages and skill levels, yet was quite the workout. When he first
started, John was playing Pickleball bi-weekly. Over the next ten years, this increased to almost
daily. It wasn’t long before he started playing competitively in tournaments all over the
Southeast and, more importantly, made friends in every city we visited. In the ten years that
John played, his name became synonymous with Pickleball in the Carolinas. We were excited
to travel to New Mexico this June for John to compete in his second Senior Olympics. He was
so proud to be competing again and to represent the Carolinas’ Pickleball community. John was
known not only for his skill but also for his heartfelt commitment to this growing sport.

When John first picked up Pickleball, his only concern was how few places there were to play in
Charlotte. At the time, Pickleball was just finding its way down South and most people had
never heard of it. John was dedicated to changing that problem and worked on it diligently for
years. He fostered a relationship with Jim Garges promoting the sport and helped to identify
under-utilized tennis courts that could be converted into Pickleball courts or have lines painted
to provide a dual use. He went to many facilities to help teach interested participants to play
Pickleball. He helped with court planning and dimensions in proposed facilities. Because of
John’s energy and commitment, the first Pickleball courts were painted for dual use at
Tuckaseegee Park a few years back. John was so grateful, and this free and available use
helped grow the sport exponentially in the Charlotte area. But for John it was just a start, as his
true goal was to see dedicated courts built at one or many parks in the Charlotte area. This
year, due in part to John’s hard work, that goal will become a reality at the new Clarks Creek
Community Park. He was so thrilled - he would drive out to the site monthly just to check on the
progress! He could not wait to walk on those courts this Spring.

It would be impossible for words to express what John’s sudden loss has meant to my family.
He is missed every minute of every day. The joy that comes with the hope that John’s name,
efforts and belief in this sport, would be uttered when a group gathers at Clarks Creek
Community Park, to enjoy the game he loved, comforts us in a way that could not be replicated
elsewhere. It would be such an honor for him, and therefore, for us all.

If there is anything | can do to assist in this process, | would love to help.
| want to thank you so much for your consideration. It means the world.



APPENDIX C

Letter of Support from Jim Garges, Retired Director of Mecklenburg Parks & Recreation



April 24, 2019

Lee Jones, Director

Mecklenburg County Park and Recreation
5841 Brookshire Blvd.

Charlotte, NC 28216

Dear Lee:

I would like to support the application for naming the pickle ball courts at Clarks Creek
Community Park in remembrance of John Stevens. John was the driving force behind bringing
the game to Mecklenburg County and gave us the push we needed to include the courts at
Clarks Creek.

| clearly remember the day John came into the office and told me about the popularity of
pickle ball and how many people would enjoy the game if we could build some courts. We
began to look for tennis courts that could be converted and now with Clarks Creek
Community Park John’s vision is complete.

| fully encourage the Park and Recreation Commission and County Commission to approve the
naming request for John so his hard work can be recognized now and in the future.

Sincerely,

( &=

Jdmes R. Garges

Retired Director Mecklenburg Park and Recreation
2003 Barclay Ln.

Franklin, TN 37064



APPENDIX D

Petition Signatures in Support of Naming the Pickleball Courts at Huck’s Road Community
Park in Honor of John Stevens



Attention Pickleball Players

As many of you know, we lost a dear friend this past December when
John Stevens passed away. In honor of John we are attempting to name
the Hucks Facility in his honor and hold a tournament in his name. John
was instrumental in growing Pickleball in this area and he was
responsible for many facilities being opened. He spent a great deal of
time on the Hucks Facility. We would like to collect signatures in
support of naming the facility in John’s honor. Please sign your name,
address, and phone number below.

Thank you for your support.

Name Address Phone
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