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12 PM = 7:30 PM Lunch and Learn
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Bring your own lunch. RSVP: denisefinck@hotmail.com
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Great opporitunity to meet and hear from ore of ihe colirageous, executive “whistleblowers” from inside
the insurance industryi

Wendell Potter is the President of the Business Initiative for Health Policy. He spent 20 years working
as a public relations executive for heaith insurers, before leaving his position as the Vice President of
Communications for CIGNA to become an advocate for meaningful healthcare reform, As part of that
effort, he has testified at widely covered Congressional hearings, wrote Deadly Spin: An Insurance
Company Insider Spealks out on howy Corporate PR is Killing Health Care and Deceiving Americans, co-
authored Nation on the Talke: Hoyy Big Momney Corrupts our Democracy and What We Can Do Abous Ig,
and founded Tarbell.org, a reader-funded journalism project.

www.healthcarejusticenc.org




Good evening everyone! It is great to see everyone! My name is Tera Long and | am here to speak to
you about a brilliant idea that Sheriff McFadden communicated. Sheriff McFadden said he has an empty
building that could be converted into a mental health facility. He needs funding to pay for staff and
resources. The County Commissioners should seriously consider supporting Sherriff McFadden in this
effort. An expert board could be assembled with key stakeholders, including officials, those with boots
on the ground, and the people and families dealing with mental illness on a daily basis. With the board'’s
guidance, a program could be built to help.

In Charlotte, we frequently use jails to try to correct mental illness such as substance abuse. Our
citizens need health services to heal instead of imprisonment. Judge Steve Leifman said, “People are
dying in jail when they could be getting the things they need for recovery.” Sherriff McFadden’s, idea is
a tangible solution to a criminal justice problem our city has been plagued with for years.

In the article, “Mentally Ill Get Caught in Revolving Door to Prison”, Krystal Giles explains, “We have
more and more people that are having psychotic breaks and you need to know how to handle it.
Because what you think is somebody combative, it could be somebody in a manic stage and they just
don’t know what’s going on.”

According to the Bureau of Justice Statistics Special report, 64% of the people in local jails have a mental
illness. I have given you a copy of this data for your record.

I am taking my concerned citizen hat off and putting on my Health Care Justice- NC board hat on. The
physicians are super excited that Wendell Potter is coming in to speak to us. We really want you to
attend. This is a really big deal for us. He will be speaking three times April 12 at Queens University.
This event is free and open to the public. As elected officials you have no idea how much it means to us,
when you show up.

Thank you so much for the honor to speak and keep up the good work.
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