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MINUTES OF MECKLENBURG COUNTY, NORTH CAROLINA  

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 
 
The Board of Commissioners of Mecklenburg County, North Carolina, met in Informal Session in 
the Meeting Chamber Conference Room CH-14 of the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Government 
Center located at 600 East Fourth Street, Charlotte, North Carolina at 5:00 p.m. and in Formal 
Session in the Meeting Chamber of the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Government Center at 6:00 p.m. 
on Tuesday, April 04, 2023. 
 
 

ATTENDANCE 
 

 
Present:  Chair George Dunlap and Commissioners  

Leigh Altman, Patricia “Pat” Cotham, Arthur Griffin, 
Mark Jerrell, Vilma D. Leake, Laura J Meier, Elaine Powell,  
and Susan Rodriguez- McDowell 
County Manager Dena R. Diorio 
County Attorney Tyrone C. Wade 
Clerk to the Board Kristine M. Smith 
Deputy Clerk to the Board Arlissa Eason 
 

 
Absent:  None 
 
 ____________________ 
 
     -INFORMAL SESSION- 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
The meeting was called to order by Chair Dunlap, after which the matters below were addressed. 
 
 
REMOVAL OF ITEMS FROM CONSENT 
 
The Board identified item(s) to be removed from Consent and voted upon separately. The items 
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identified were Items: 
 
23-0174 Commissioner Leake 
23-0177 Commissioner Leake 
23-0179 Commissioner Leake 
23-0182 Commissioner Leake 
23-0185 Commissioner Leake 
23-0186 Commissioner Leake 
23-0189 Commissioner Leake 
23-0204 Commissioner Leake 
 
 
STAFF BRIEFINGS - None 
 
 
23-0195 CLOSED SESSION  
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Leake, seconded by Commissioner Meier and unanimously 
carried (9-0) to go into Closed Session for the following purpose(s): Land Acquisition 
 
The Board went into Closed Session at 5:13 p.m. and came back into Open Session at 5:42 p.m. 
 
 
There was an open session discussion about voting to move item # 23-0223 (Golf 
Courses/Commercial Revaluations) up on the agenda to COUNTY COMMISSIONERS REPORTS & 
REQUESTS. The vote was 6-3 with Dunlap, Griffin, and Leake voting no. 
 
The Board then proceeded to the Meeting Chamber for the remainder of the meeting. 
 

    -FORMAL SESSION- 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chair Dunlap called this portion of the meeting to order, which was followed by introductions, 
invocation by Commissioner Griffin, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag; after which, 
the matters below were addressed. 
 
 
23-0195 CLOSED SESSION – LAND AQUISITIONS 
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Motion was made by Commissioner Powell, seconded by Commissioner Leake, and 

unanimously carried (9-0) with to authorize the county manager to negotiate and execute all of 

the documents necessary for the acquisition of Tax Parcel 017-021-04 and 017-021-05 (+/- 

31.74 acres) from I. Thomas Yopp III and his wife Dorothy Kay Bessey for a purchase price of 

$2,500,000 for Parks and Recreation purposes. 

Motion was made by Commissioner Leake, seconded by Commissioner Powell, and 

unanimously carried (9-0) to authorize the county manager to negotiate and execute all of the 

documents necessary for the acquisition of Tax Parcel 031-152-27 and 031-152-28 (+/- 17.409 

acres) from Matthew J. Torma for the purchase price of $555,000 for Parks and Recreation 

purposes. 

 
AWARDS/RECOGNITION  
 
 
23-0161         PROCLAMATION - NATIONAL COUNTY GOVERNMENT MONTH (CHAIR DUNLAP)  
  
Background: Across the nation over 3,069 counties, parishes, and boroughs serving more than 
330 million Americans provide essential services to create healthy, safe, and vibrant 
communities.   Counties fulfill a vast range of responsibilities and deliver services that touch 
nearly every aspect of our residents’ lives.  
  
Mecklenburg County takes pride in our responsibility to protect and enhance the health, 
wellbeing, and safety of our residents in efficient and cost-effective ways and strives to be a place 
to live, learn, work, and recreate with a continued focus on Reducing Racial Disparities, Funding 
Pre-K, Affordable Housing, Mental Health, Parks and Greenways, and Environmental Leadership. 

Chair Dunlap read the proclamation.  

Motion was made by Commissioner Rodriguez-McDowell, seconded by Commissioner Powell 
and unanimously carried (9-0) to adopt a proclamation declaring April 2023 as County 
Government Month in Mecklenburg County. 
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23-0180           PROCLAMATION - DECLARING APRIL 2023 AS NC REENTRY MONTH   
COMMISSIONER COTHAM)  

 
Background: The State of North Carolina has declared April 2023 as NC Reentry Month and the 
North Carolina Department of Adult Correction will hold the 2023 NC Reentry Conference: 
Cultivating Cross-Sector Collaborations in Charlotte from April 3rd to April 5th, 2023. All citizens 
are encouraged to join in supporting persons and families living with criminal histories and 
those who work to ensure their transition back into the community is successful. 
 
Commissioner Cotham read the proclamation.  
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Cotham, seconded by Commissioner Meier and 
unanimously carried (9-0) to adopt a Proclamation declaring April 2023 as NC Reentry Month in 
Mecklenburg County. 
  
Hope Marshall accepted the presentation and made remarks. 

Kenny Robinson from Freedom Fighters spoke on behalf of those formerly incarcerated and 
said thank you to the Board. He reported that North Carolina's recidivism rate was at 40%, 
whereas the rate of recidivism for Mecklenburg County was at 10%.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Meeting Minutes 

April 4, 2023 

6 

 

 
 



Meeting Minutes 

April 4, 2023 

7 

 

PUBLIC ART MOMENT – N/A 
 
 
23-0196  PUBLIC APPEARANCE 
 
 
The following persons appeared to speak during the Public Appearance portion of the agenda: 
 

Tarik Kiley  Topic:  Interview with Aresena, a local musician 
 
 
APPOINTMENTS  
 
 
23-0205 APPOINTMENTS- HUMAN RESOURCES ADVISORY COMMITTEE  
 
Appointment were needed on the Human Resources Advisory Committee to fill one (1) three-
year term expiring June 30, 2026. 

   
Motion was made by Commissioner Leake, seconded by Commissioner Griffin and unanimously 
carried (9-0) to appoint Steve Jerrett to the Human Resources Advisory Committee, to fill one 
(1) three-year term expiring June 30, 2026. 

 
 
23-0203 APPOINTMENTS- BICYCLE ADVISORY COMMITTEE  
 
Reappointment was needed on the Bicycle Advisory Committee for one (1) three-year term 
expiring March 31, 2026. Frank Devine was eligible for reappointment.   
  
Motion was made by Commissioner Jerrell, seconded by Commissioner Powell and 
unanimously carried (9-0) to re-appoint Frank Devine, to the Bicycle Advisory Committee, for 
one (1) three-year term expiring March 31, 2026. 
 
 
23-0202 APPOINTMENTS- NURSING HOME COMMUNITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE  
 
Reappointments were needed on the Nursing Home Community Advisory Committee for two 
(2) three-year terms expiring May 31, 2026. Leslie Ben Guirat and Kathy Dowd were eligible for 
reappointment. 
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Motion was made by Commissioner Leake, seconded by Commissioner Jerrell and unanimously 
carried (9-0) to re-appoint Leslie Ben Guirat and Kathy Dowd to the Nursing Home Community 
Advisory Committee, for two (2) three-year terms expiring May 31, 2026. 
 
 
23-0192 APPOINTMENTS- ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL BOARD 
 
Nominations were needed for the Alcoholic Beverage Control Board to fill one unexpired term 
expiring June 30, 2023 and one full 3-year term beginning July 1, 2023 and expiring June 30, 
2026.   
 
There were 13 eligible candidates.  

Commissioner Rodriguez-McDowell nominated Wilhelmenia Rembert, Sam Spencer, and 
Constance Green-Johnsons.   

Commissioner Altman nominated Jerry Neal and Nicholas Peach.  

Commissioner Jerrell nominated Carolyn Millen.  

All nominees must fill out a questionnaire and be interviewed, per Board policy.  

Note:  Reverend Jordan Boyd resigned and Ken Carrick Jr.'s term will end June 30th, 2023. 
  
 
23-0193 APPOINTMENTS- BOARD OF EQUALIZATION AND REVIEW 
 
Reappointment was needed on the Board of Equalization and Review for one (1) three-year 
term expiring March 31, 2026.  
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Leake, seconded by Commissioner Jerrell and unanimously 
carried (9-0) to re-appoint Bailey Patrick Jr, to the Board of Equalization and Review, for one (1) 
three-year term expiring March 31, 2026. 
 
Nominations were needed for the Board of Equalization and Review to fill two (2) unexpired 
terms expiring March 31, 2024, and three (3) three-year terms expiring March 31, 2026, 
effective May 1, 2023.  
  

Kathy Davis, Nobie Thrasher, Nicholas Vilord, Lucas Young, and Sir Lawrence Lee-Conley 
were nominated.     
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All nominees must be interviewed, per Board policy.  
  
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS - NONE 
 
  
ADVISORY COMMITTEE REPORTS  
 
23-0194         CHARLOTTE-MECKLENBURG COMMUNITY RELATIONS COMMITTEE- ANNUAL 

REPORT  
 
The Board received an Annual Report of the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Community Relations 
Committee. 

Background/justification: Their vision was to be recognized as a global model in building 
community harmony by advocating for diversity, equity, and access for all. The Committee has 
been around for over 60 years. There were 34 of 45 seats filled. The subcommittees were 
redeveloped to represent the current community lived in. They included Arts and Environment, 
Community Equity, Housing and Economic Crisis, CRC Pride, Public Relations, Race & Cultural 
Relations, and Special Events. The CRC is committed to removing barriers, fighting for equity, 
amplifying community, and standing for justice.   

Vanessa Clarke, CRC Chair, and Terry Bradley, Deputy Director, Community Relations 
Committee, gave the presentation. 
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Comments 
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Chair Dunlap asked about the many vacancies on the advisory board. 
 
Vanessa Clarke explained that when the state of emergency was lifted and they started meeting 
in person the resignations began.   
 
Vice Chair Powell commented that the virtual option does cause some disengagement and 
disconnection and recommended describing the requirements and expectations in advance.  
 
Vice Chair Powell asked if they had been contacted by Lions Services about their crosswalk.   
She said 240 employees had to cross Tryon Street every day who were blind or visually 
impaired and were scared because people weren’t following the rules of the crosswalk. 
Vanessa Clarke stated she did not have information. Vice Chair Powell stated she would forward 
the email to them.    
 
Ms. Clarke said she now looks at the applications, calls the applicants for an interview, let them 
know what the expectations were, and offers for them to come to the meetings ahead of time. 
 
Commissioner Leake commented that it was important to take care of those who could not 
take care of themselves and stated it was important to come to the Board to gather 
support.  

 
Commissioner Jerrell asked about the 8,315 barriers, how they were reported, if there were 
improvements and who was responsible. Terry Bradley said a total assessment was done 
by a private consultant on all City-owned properties to look at ADA compliance, and since 
then had been making corrections as they went along.  He said a SharePoint site was being 
created with all those barriers outlined and a tracking mechanism.  He said they would be 
creating an annual report to update where they were and how much money was spent. 
 
Commissioner Jerrell asked what the main drivers of the barriers were and how were they 
reported. Terry Bradley stated that individuals could call and report the barriers, and the 
number included everything in buildings, including desk height, water fountains, etc and 
they had over 100 buildings. 
 
Chair Dunlap asked how to report an issue.  Mr. Bradley said he could be emailed at 
terry.bradley@charlottenc.gov or call 311. 
 
 
MANAGER’S REPORT 
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23-0083 LAW ENFORCEMENT SERVICE DISTRICTS UPDATE 
 
The Board received an update regarding Law Enforcement Service Districts (LESDs) in 
Mecklenburg County for law enforcement services in the extra territorial jurisdiction (ETJ) areas 
of the County. 

   
Background: A LESD is a specific defined area where a law enforcement service tax can be levied 
to provide law enforcement services to the defined service district.  In FY2019, the Board of 
County Commissioners established six (6) separate LESDs for the unincorporated areas of the 
County based on Extra-Territorial Jurisdictions (ETJ).  In addition, the County entered into three 
separate, five-year service agreements with the City of Charlotte, Huntersville and Cornelius to 
provide law enforcement services in the ETJ.  The purpose of the briefing is to provide the Board 
with an update on the LESD in preparation for new service agreements to begin in Fiscal Year 
2024. 

 
Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police Deputy Chief Tonya Arrington gave the first presentation. 
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Chief David Baucom presented an update on Law Enforcement Service Districts, Cornelius.  
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Huntersville Police Major Barry Graham presented an update on Law Enforcement Service 
Districts, Huntersville.  
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Comments for all three police departments 
 
All of the commissioners thanked them. 

 
Commissioner Powell asked how it was known if a person was in the ETJ.  Major Graham 
said they tracked the call from where it was received. He said each one of the areas was 
broken into an emergency service zone. He said when a call came in, the map would show 
what zone the call came from.  He said the officers were assigned a zone so it didn’t make a 
difference if it was in the City or an ETJ, they worked within their zone and gave the same 
service to both.    
 
Commissioner Powell said they were taking heat on Northlake Mall and asked how the 
Board could help CMPD, especially regarding Northlake Mall and encouraging businesses to 
stay there. Deputy Chief Tonya Arrington said they were dedicated to keeping the Northlake 
Mall area staff and that she appreciated the gratitude and support the elected officials 
gave. She said they supplement the off-duty personnel with on-duty personnel in that area 
during business hours.   

 
Deputy Chief Tonya Arrington said all the police departments would say they needed more 
staffing. 
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Commissioner Cotham said several years ago they were trying to improve this service.  She said 
County Manager Diorio collaborated and listened to the elected officials and was instrumental 
in that improvement.  She thanked them and stated it had come a long way.  

 
Chair Dunlap thanked everyone. 
 
 
23-0190 SCHOOL HEALTH STAFFING UPDATE 

 
The Board received a presentation from Ursula Douglas, School Health Director, and Angela 
Lee, Assistant Health Director for Preventive Health. 
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Commissioner Powell left the dais at 7:53 and returned when noted in the minutes 
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Vice-Chair Powell returned to the dais at 7:58 p.m. 
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Comments 
 
Commissioner Meier thanked the presenters. 
 
Commissioner Griffin thanked them and asked about challenges passing the TEAS and 
asked about working with high schools to have nursing clubs to understand what was 
needed to get the BSN.  Ms. Douglas said she would like to explore those opportunities. 
 
Commissioner Griffin said it would be ideal to grab them early on and keep them together 
through high school and to CPCC. 
 
Commissioner Jerrell stated it was a critical problem and stated it was important for the 
community to understand the program. He thanked them and spoke about his excitement 
for the proposed solution.  
 
Commissioner Altman asked about flexible work environments and if full-time employment 
was required. Ursula Douglas said there was some level of flexibility, summers off, and 
there was limited part-time staff that worked two to three days per week.  
 
Commissioner Leake thanked them and stated she appreciated everything that was being 
done.  
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Commissioner Leake said students from Phillip O. Berry were supposed to be job-ready.  She 
said nursing was one of the first programs, along with other high schools.  She said what 
happened to programs depended on the quality of leadership.  She said nobody was holding 
the system accountable. 
 
Commissioner Leake said they should be pairing with Winston-Salem State. 
 
Chair Dunlap thanked them for their presentation.  
 
 
DEPARTMENTAL DIRECTORS’ MONTHLY REPORTS - NONE 
 
 
STAFF REPORTS & REQUESTS - NONE 
 
 
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS REPORTS & REQUESTS  
 
 
23-0223          GOLF COURSES/COMMERCIAL REVALUATIONS (COMMISSIONER MEIER) 
 
The Board received an overview of the country club/commercial revaluations process and 
overview of the area hospitals’ revaluations and exemptions process. 
  
Background: Due to this reval year where commercial properties were valued at a lower rate 
than residential properties- reversing past trends-there has been a public outcry to justify the 
appearance of inequity. 
 
Commissioner Laura Meier addressed this matter stating that the public had questions i.e., was 
this a state statute, how much discretion do they have when it came to valuing golf courses and 
other commercial properties including hospitals, as well as speaking about concerns about 
placing the burden on residents. She said the County had been focusing on equity and this was 
not supporting those efforts.   
 
Ken Joyner, Mecklenburg County Tax Assessor, gave a presentation.   
 
Mr. Joyner began his presentation with the following statement: 
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“I think it’s important to understand as we go out and we visit 100-plus neighborhood 
associations, civic clubs, one of the first things that we say is we’re valuing over 400,000 
parcels, as of a given day.  So it would be a ridiculous statement for me to say that we have 
every parcel and every valuation correct when the notices go out.  So that is what the appeals 
process is set up for.  We give the opportunity for everyone to be heard as a part of that 
process.  So I think it’s important that as we have gotten to now over two weeks since the 
notices went out, we have been working with over 7,000 of our customers in the informal 
review process at this point. It is how we go about doing this.  The last time we did over 30,000 
informal reviews.  We did 10,000 formal appeals to the Board of Equalization and Review and a 
little over 750 appeals to the state level.  So the process of the revaluation and a mass appraisal 
is fairness in equity.  The state statutes are built upon the values of the property.  The values as 
of those appraisal dates.  Our appraisal date is January 1, 2023.  So our values are based upon 
Uniform Standards of Professional Appraisal Practice. We follow the standards of our IAAO, the 
International Association of Assessing Officers. When I was hired by a prior Board, some of our 
members were a part of that process, they had identified that they wanted us and this office to 
achieve the Certificate of Excellence in assessment administration from the IAAO. We did that 
back in 2017. We were one of only 40 taxing jurisdictions in the world that had achieved that.  
We are in that recertification process now.  What that means is we have a third party that is 
following our work and stating that we are meeting the standards in the appraisal world by 
doing mass appraisal. 
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The following persons appeared to speak on agenda item 23-0223.  
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Greg Jarrell  Topic – rules of the system 
Christopher Burfield Topic – inequality of the appraisals; inaccessible data 
Kate Murphy  Topic – teachers and affordable housing   
 
Mr. Joyner answered questions that were given to him by a Mecklenburg County resident. 
 
Mr. Joyner said the three approaches to value were determined by the appraiser. The income 
approach becomes the most valid approach in the market. The other valuation methods 
available included the cost approach and the sales comparison approach. It was stated there 
was room for change in the valuations. All of the appeals would be worked through. It was 
stated there were also appeals throughout the four-year cycle. The values could be appealed to 
on an annual basis. It was stated that it was unconstitutional in North Carolina to set different 
property taxes on commercial properties. All valuations must be uniform. 
 
Mr. Joyner continued his presentation. 
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Comments 

 
Commissioner Rodriguez-McDowell said people didn’t think this was fair.  She said the largest 
tax burden was being put on the homeowners.  She said people needed to see the revaluation 
process was not political but where the greatest burden was placed. She said residents’ income 
wasn’t looked at when deciding how to value their properties. 
 
Commissioner Meier raised concerns about the system and said she did not understand why 
the income approach was the best. She asked what would it take from the Board to change the 
State statute.  Attorney Tyrone Wade said it would have to be added to the legislative agenda 
and changed it in Raleigh.  
 
Commissioner Meier asked when the last time this was revisited.  Mr. Joyner said sometime 
around 1971 or 1973 when the Machinery Act was put together, with a few adjustments since 
then but on the exemption and qualification side and not on the process side.  
 
Commissioner Leake spoke about gentrification and the system.  She said poor people always 
carried the load of the taxation process. 
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Commissioner Altman asked for clarification on the different standards for selling land and why 
2023 had value and cost while 2019 and 2022 just had value. Mr. Joyner said It was reported 
that the 2023 value was the information and the value placed on the properties, the 2023 cost 
was the data that the consultant put together on his cost-approach.  He said 2019 was the value 
that went out at the reval the last time and 2022 was the value on the bills that went for each of 
the properties. The value method was chosen for 2023 due to the consultant’s professional 
opinion that the income approach had a better approach to value. He said an acre of land was 
valued higher for homes rather than golf courses because there were different restrictions on 
how the parcel could be sold.  
 
Commissioner Altman asked if the same method for the golf courses was used in 2019. Mr. 
Joyner said it was. 
 
Commissioner Powell said it appeared that some statutes were based on perpetuating 
inequities and the hospital authority was considered an extension and an arm of government 
and being exempt from taxes when it was such a profitable non-profit. She asked if they could 
appeal someone else’s property as a property owner.  She said the golf courses seemed to be 
undervalued.  She asked if the Board could appeal the evaluation of golf courses.  Mr. Joyner 
said owners of real property could appeal their own or anyone else’s value.    
 
Commissioner Powell talked about Quail Hollow and its value. Mr. Joyner said there was also 
personal property of value at Quail Hollow so there were two components to their overall value.  
Commissioner Griffin spoke about the unfairness of the statutes and the current strategy in 
place.  

Commissioner Griffin said rules were set up to favor one or the other and what it would take 
would be a concerted effort by citizens and individuals either through judicial action or through 
protests to get things changed.   
 
Commissioner Cotham said 2011 was extremely unfair and difficult.  She said credibility and 
trust came back to the County.  She said there weren't as many people complaining as they did 
years ago.  She said the County still had to follow the law, even if it didn’t like them. 
 
Commissioner Jerrell spoke about the valuation of the golf courses compared to the valuation 
of personal property and asked if it were out of bounds to get a second opinion. He said at what 
point was it said that that was not the right approach.  Mr. Joyner said they could work with the 
Board of Equalization and Review which would take them through that process and could ask 
for additional information in their role serving as that valuation board for the County.  
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Commissioner Jerrell made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Meier to have the Board of 
Equalization review the process and bring them additional information.   

Chair Dunlap said the legislature made the rules and it was the elected officials’ obligation to 
follow the rules.  He said the assessor was not the person responsible.  He said to change the 
rules the legislature had to be changed because they made the rules and had them change the 
Machinery Act.   

Chair Dunlap cautioned the Board against making an issue of something it had no control over.   

County Manager Diorio said she didn’t want the public to think that the County was 
manipulating a process for an outcome because they didn’t like the outcome received.  She said 
it undermined the credibility and accountability of the entire process. 
 
Chair Dunlap stated that the public could come and listen to a presentation, and they had the 
option to have their concerns heard and appeal their appraisals through the BER.  

Commissioner Meier asked if it was appropriate to ask for a review of the golf courses.  Chair 
Dunlap said the legislature set the rules.  He said it went back to the Machinery Act.  He said 
they would have to challenge the act.  
 
 

CONSENT ITEMS 
 

Motion was made by Commissioner Jerrell, seconded by Commissioner Powell and 
unanimously carried (9-0) to approve the following item(s): 
 
23-0176           CONSTRUCTION MANAGER @ RISK - SUBCONTRACTOR PREQUALIFICATIONS 

FOR BUILDING SECURITY IMPROVEMENTS 
 
Authorize the attached Subcontractor Prequalification procedure provided by Samet 
Corporation for Building Security Improvements to multiple County facilities. 
 

Background: The Board of County Commissioners authorized the use of the Construction 
Manager @ Risk Contract Methodology for this project at its September 07, 2022 meeting in 
accordance with G.S. 143-128.1. Samet Corporation was subsequently selected as the 
Construction Manager @ Risk for this project at the Board's January 18, 2023 meeting. 
  
Revisions to state law 2014-42 (H1043), amends G.S. 143-135.8 by establishing specific 
procedural requirements for when and how local governments may prequalify construction 
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contractors to bid on construction and repair contracts.  These requirements also apply to the 
prequalification of subcontractors by a Construction Manager at Risk under G.S. 143- 128.1(c) 
  
Samet Corporation has provided a prequalification process based on the new statutory 
requirements that meet the following criteria:   
  

1.  Be uniform, consistent, and transparent in its application to all bidders. 
2.  Allow all bidders who meet the prequalification criteria to be prequalified to bid on 

the construction or repair work project (in other words, a bidder who meets the 
prequalification criteria must be allowed to bid on the project). 

3.  The prequalification criteria, which must comply with all of the following: 

a.                     Be rationally related to construction or repair work. 

b.                     Not require that the bidder has previously been awarded a construction 
or repair project by the governmental entity. 

 
c.                     Permit bidders to submit history or experience with projects of similar size, 

scope or complexity. 
4. Clearly state the assessment process of the criteria to be used. 
5. Establish a process for a bidder to protest to the governmental entity its denial of 

prequalification. The protest process must be completed prior to the bid opening to 
allow sufficient time for a bidder whose protest is successful to submit a bid on that 
project. 

6. Outline a process by which the basis for denial of prequalification will be 
communicated in writing, upon request, to a bidder who is denied prequalification. 

  
The focus of these new requirements is to ensure that a prequalification process is conducted 
transparently, using criteria that relates to the specific project being bid and are applied 
objectively and fairly to all bidders.  The new requirements also give bidders an opportunity to 
learn why they were denied prequalification and to appeal that denial.  
 
The Construction Manager plans to meet or exceed the following County MWBE Goals for 
participation in construction sub-contracts: 
MBE- 8%. 
WBE- 8% 
Total Goal- 16% 
  
 23-0188  TAX REFUNDS  
 
Approve refunds in the amount of $299,787.55 as statutorily required to be paid as requested 
by the County Assessor. 
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T H I S   C O N C L U D E D   I T E M S   A P P R O V E D   B Y   C O N S E N T 
 
 ___________________ 
 
 
23-0199 PULLED CONSENT ITEMS 
 
Commissioners may remove agenda items from the Consent Agenda for a separate vote, to bring 
public awareness or to make comments. The following items were pulled and voted upon 
separately: 
 
 
23-0174          GRANT APPLICATION - INFLATION REDUCTION ACT FUNDING FOR CLEAN AIR 

ACT ACTIVITIES  
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Leake, seconded by Commissioner Jerrell and unanimously 
carried (9-0) to approve submission of a grant application to United States Environmental 
Protection Agency (USEPA) for Inflation Reduction Act Funding up to $100,000 for ambient air 
monitoring and permitting and enforcement activities required by the Clean Air Act; and If 
awarded, adopt a grant project ordinance for the Inflation Reduction Act Funding for Clean Air 
Act Activities in the General Grant Fund (G001); and if awarded, recognize, receive, and 
appropriate the award amount to the General Grant Fund (G001) within the Land Use and 
Environmental Services Agency. 

  
Background: Mecklenburg County Air Quality (MCAQ) is requesting approval to apply for up to 
$100,000 in funding from the United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA). This 
grant opportunity is non-competitive, and no matching County funds are required.  
Allowable use of the funds includes supplementing existing activities under sections 103 of the 
Clean Air Act such as ambient air quality monitoring activities.  Specifically, MCAQ will request 
to use funding to complete the implementation of federally required Photochemical Assessment 
Monitoring. 
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Ordinance recorded in full in Ordinance Book 51, Document # 105. 
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23-0177   BOARD OF HEALTH RULES - RABIES AND OTHER ZOONOSES 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Leake, seconded by Commissioner Jerrell and unanimously 
carried (9-0) to approve amendments to Board of Health Rules governing Rabies and other 
Zoonoses. 

Background: The Mecklenburg County Board of Commissioners, as a Consolidated Human 
Services Agency (CHSA) exercising the powers and duties of a local Board of Health, adopted a 
Board of Health rule in June 2019 governing the control of rabies and other zoonoses in 
Mecklenburg County. From time to time, it becomes necessary to enact, amend, repeal, or revise 
previously adopted rules and make necessary changes to meet current public health needs. The 
Board finds it necessary to amend the Board of Health rule adopted in June 2019 to amend 
Section 6 to add “other local law enforcement agencies;” amend Section 8 to update the penalty 
section; add a new Section 9 to reference an appeals procedure as required by N.C.G.S. 130A-24; 
and make necessary clarifying changes. 
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Rule recorded in full in Ordinance Book 51, Document #106 
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23-0179  PUBLIC AUCTION FOR DISPOSAL OF SURPLUS EQUIPMENT  
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Leake, seconded by Commissioner Jerrell and unanimously 
carried (9-0) to adopt a resolution authorizing sale of surplus personal property by public 
auction on April 22, 2023. 
  
 

 

Resolution recorded in full in Ordinance Book 51, Document #107 
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23-0182          GRANT APPLICATION - BJA FY23 BODY-WORN CAMERA PROGRAM TO SUPPORT 
LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES - U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE/ OFFICE OF 
JUSTICE PROGRAMS/BUREAU OF JUSTICE ASSISTANCE (SHERIFF'S OFFICE)  

 
Motion was made by Commissioner Leake, seconded by Commissioner Jerrell and unanimously 
carried (9-0) to approve submission of a grant application to the U.S. Department of 
Justice/Office of Justice Programs/Bureau of Justice Assistance (BJA) in the amount of up to 
$125,000; and if awarded, adopt a grant project ordinance for the BJA FY23 Body-worn Camera 
Program to Support Law Enforcement Agencies grant in the General Grants Fund (G001); and if 
awarded, recognize, receive, and appropriate awarded funds to the General Grants Fund 
(G001). 

  
Background: FY23 Body-worn Camera Program to Support Law Enforcement Agencies funds will 

be used to purchase eighty-five Body-worn Cameras (BWC) and required infrastructure to be 
utilized within Detention Center Central (DCC).  The body-worn cameras will be worn by all 
detention officers assigned to housing units within the detention center.   Detention Center 
Central currently has fixed video surveillance cameras. The body-worn cameras will improve 
visual and audio coverage of movement and activity within the housing units. This will improve 
accountability and transparency while providing an increased level of security for officers and 
mitigating false accusations and potential litigation.  Total adjusted project cost is 
approximately $250,000. 
  
The grant application deadline is April 11, 2023. 
  
A 50% local match is required for this grant in the amount of up to $125,000. Match will come 
from Concealed Handgun Permit (CHP) revenue within the Sheriff's Office Special Revenue Fund. 
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Ordinance recorded in full in Ordinance Book 51, Document #108 
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23-0185          BUDGET AMENDMENT - DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES (DSS) 

(REVENUE/EXPENSE INCREASE)  
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Leake, seconded by Commissioner Jerrell and unanimously 
carried (9-0) to recognize, receive, and appropriate an increase in federal revenue of $29,509 
from the North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services (NCDHHS), Division of Aging 
and Adult Services (DAAS) in the General Grant Fund (G001) within Mecklenburg County 
Department of Social Services (DSS). 
  
Background: Counties in North Carolina received an increase in their Adult Protective Services 
(APS) allocation from the American Rescue Plan Act from the Division of Aging and Adult 
Services (DAAS). Mecklenburg County DSS previously received $100,658 that was approved by 
the BOCC on 3/15/22 (RFBA# 22-7458), and will receive an additional $29,509. Funding will be 
used within the Services for Adults Division (SFA) to provide and arrange for essential needs of 
individuals receiving mandated and statutory adult protective services for planning and 
mobilization programs. The essential service needs for only those who meet the statutory 
requirement for APS can include the provision of medical care for physical and mental health, 
assistance in personal hygiene, assistance with obtaining appropriate food, clothing, seeking, 
and providing heated and ventilated shelter, providing for protection from health and safety 
hazards, and protection from abuse, neglect, and exploitation. 
 
 
23-0186           DUKE LIGHTING SERVICE CONTRACT AMENDMENT - INDEPENDENCE PARK  

 
Motion was made by Commissioner Leake, seconded by Commissioner Jerrell and unanimously 
carried (9-0) to approve 10-year contracts with Duke Energy at Independence Park Phase II- 
Replace existing contract for Duke to install and maintain 27 fixtures for 10 years at $1,439.37 
per month. 
  
Background: This is to amend RFBA 22-7856 contract with Duke Energy to replace outdated pole 
lights with high efficient LED lighting for current renovation projects at Independence Park.  The 
original contract pricing was $1454.37 per month, for 29 fixtures, the cost is being reduced by 
$14.98 and reduce by 2 fixtures. 
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23-0189  GREENWAY DONATION - BEAVERDAM CREEK 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Leake, seconded by Commissioner Jerrell and unanimously 
carried (9-0) to accept donation of Tax Parcel 141-171-01 (+/- 12.340 acres) for incorporation 
into the existing County-owned Berewick Park from Dixie River Land Company, LLC. 
  
Background: The subject property owner, Dixie River Land Company, LLC, has proposed to 
donate Tax Parcel 141-171-01 (+/- 12.340 acres). The land is adjacent to the existing Berewick 
Park and also located at the confluence of Beaverdam Creek and Beaverdam Creek Tributary, 
making this property highly desirable for Park and Recreation. 
  
The existing Berewick Park is roughly 164 acres in size and is located off Dixie River Road and 
southwest of I-485 Outer Loop. The donation is consistent with Park and Recreation’s Greenway 
Master Plan that calls for the addition of parkland, greenway and open space within the County. 
It also is consistent with the County’s Environmental Leadership Action Plan. 
  
 
23-0204 BOARD OF HEALTH RULES - RECREATIONAL WHITEWATER SYSTEMS 
 

Motion was made by Commissioner Leake, seconded by Commissioner Jerrell and unanimously 
carried (9-0) to approve amendments to Board of Health Rules governing Recreational 
Whitewater Systems. 
  
Background: The Mecklenburg County Board of Commissioners, as a Consolidated Human 
Services Agency (CHSA) exercising the powers and duties of a local Board of Health, adopted a 
Board of Health rule effective January 2017 governing recreational whitewater systems in 
Mecklenburg County. From time to time, it becomes necessary to enact, amend, repeal, or revise 
previously adopted rules and make necessary changes to meet current public health needs. The 
Board finds it necessary to amend Section 10 to update the penalty section to include correct  
statutory authority; add a new Section 12 repealing prior inapplicable rules and regulations; and 
make necessary clarifying changes. 
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Rule recorded in full in Ordinance Book 51, Document #109 
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23-0197  COMMISSIONER REPORTS 
 
Commissioners shared information of their choosing within the guidelines as established by the 
Board, which included, but not limited to, past and/or upcoming events. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Griffin, seconded by Commissioner Meier, and unanimously 
carried (9-0) that there being no further business to come before the Board that the meeting be 
adjourned at 10:06 p.m. 
 
 
 
______________________________ ____________________________ 
Kristine M. Smith, Clerk to the Board George Dunlap, Chair 
 


