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AN ACT TO PROVIDE FURTHER REGULATORY RELIEF TO THE CITIZENS OF NORTH 

CAROLINA. 

 

The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts: 

 

ALLOW AUTHORIZED ON-SITE WASTEWATER EVALUATOR TO PREPARE A 

SITE DENIAL LETTER FOR SUBSURFACE WASTEWATER SYSTEMS 

SECTION 1.(a)  Definitions. – For purposes of this section, "Application Submittal 

Rule" means 15A NCAC 02T .0604 (Application Submittal). 

SECTION 1.(b)  Application Submittal Rule. – Until the effective date of the revised 

permanent rule that the Environmental Management Commission is required to adopt pursuant 

to subsection (d) of this section, the Commission shall implement the Application Submittal Rule 

as provided in subsection (c) of this section. 

SECTION 1.(c)  Implementation. – A letter from either the local county health 

department or an Authorized On-Site Wastewater Evaluator certified pursuant to Article 5 of 

Chapter 90A of the General Statutes denying the site for all subsurface systems shall be submitted 

to the Division by the applicant. 

SECTION 1.(d)  Additional Rulemaking Authority. – The Commission shall adopt 

a rule to amend the Application Submittal Rule consistent with subsection (c) of this section. 

Notwithstanding G.S. 150B-19(4), the rule adopted by the Commission pursuant to this section 

shall be substantively identical to the provisions of subsection (c) of this section. Rules adopted 

pursuant to this section are not subject to Part 3 of Article 2A of Chapter 150B of the General 

Statutes. Rules adopted pursuant to this section shall become effective as provided in 

G.S. 150B-21.3(b1), as though 10 or more written objections had been received as provided in 

G.S. 150B-21.3(b2). 

SECTION 1.(e)  Sunset. – This section expires when permanent rules adopted as 

required by subsection (d) of this section become effective. 

 

SURVEYOR RIGHT OF ENTRY 

SECTION 2.(a)  G.S. 89C-19.2 is repealed. 

SECTION 2.(b)  Article 22B of Chapter 14 of the General Statutes is amended by 

adding a new section to read: 

"§ 14-159.15.  Limited right of entry by professional land surveyors. 

(a) For the purposes of this section, the following terms are defined as follows: 

(1) Critical infrastructure. – As defined in 42 U.S.C. § 5195c. 

(2) Landowner. – The owner, lessee, or occupant of a parcel of land. 

(3) Practice of land surveying. – As defined in G.S. 89C-3. 

(4) Professional land surveyor. – As defined in G.S. 89C-3. For purposes of this 

section, this term includes any agents, employees, or personnel under the 

supervision of a professional land surveyor. 

(b) A professional land surveyor shall have the right to enter upon the lands of others, if 

necessary to perform surveys for the practice of land surveying, including the location of property 
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(2) A reference to the particular sections of the statutes and rules involved. 

(3) A short and plain statement of the facts alleged. 

…." 

 

ENCOURAGE ARTICLE 3A AGENCIES TO NEGOTIATE INFORMALLY 

SECTION 15.  G.S. 150B-22 reads as rewritten: 

"§ 150B-22.  Settlement; contested case. 

(a) It is the policy of this State that any dispute between an agency and another person 

that involves the person's rights, duties, or privileges, including licensing or the levy of a 

monetary penalty, should be settled through informal procedures. In trying to reach a settlement 

through informal procedures, the agency may not conduct a proceeding at which sworn testimony 

is taken and witnesses may be cross-examined. 

(b) If the agency and the other person do not agree to a resolution of the dispute through 

informal procedures, either the agency or the person may commence an administrative 

proceeding to determine the person's rights, duties, or privileges, at which time the dispute 

becomes a "contested case." A party or person aggrieved shall not be required to petition an 

agency for rule making or to seek or obtain a declaratory ruling before commencing a contested 

case pursuant to G.S. 150B-23. 

(c) This section applies to agencies covered under both this Article and Article 3A of this 

Chapter." 

 

SWIMMING POOL AMENDMENTS 

SECTION 16.  G.S. 130A-39(b) reads as rewritten: 

"(b) A local board of health may adopt a more stringent rule in an area regulated by the 

Commission for Public Health or the Environmental Management Commission where, in the 

opinion of the local board of health, a more stringent rule is required to protect the public health; 

otherwise, the rules of the Commission for Public Health or the rules of the Environmental 

Management Commission shall prevail over local board of health rules. However, a local board 

of health may not adopt a rule concerning a private pool serving a single family dwelling 

otherwise exempt from regulation pursuant to G.S. 130A-280 or a rule concerning the grading, 

operating, and permitting of food and lodging facilities as listed in Part 6 of Article 8 of this 

Chapter and as defined in G.S. 130A-247(1), and a local board of health may adopt rules 

concerning wastewater collection, treatment and disposal systems which are not designed to 

discharge effluent to the land surface or surface waters only in accordance with 

G.S. 130A-335(c)." 

SECTION 17.  G.S. 130A-280 reads as rewritten: 

"§ 130A-280.  Scope.Scope and definitions. 

(a) This Article Part provides for the regulation of public swimming pools in the State as 

they may affect the public health and safety. As used in this Article, the term "public swimming 

pool" means any structure, chamber, or tank containing an artificial body of water used by the 

public for swimming, diving, wading, recreation, or therapy, together with buildings, 

appurtenances, and equipment used in connection with the body of water, regardless of whether 

a fee is charged for its use. The term includes municipal, school, hotel, motel, apartment, 

boarding house, athletic club, or other membership facility pools and spas, spas operating for 

display at temporary events, and artificial swimming lagoons. As used in this Article, an 

"artificial swimming lagoon" means any body of water used for recreational purposes with more 

than 20,000 square feet of surface area, an artificial liner, and a method of disinfectant that results 

in a disinfectant residual in the swimming zone that is protective of the public health. This Article 

Part does not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A private pool serving a single family dwelling and used only by the residents 

of the dwelling and their guests.guests, regardless of whether their guests gain 
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SECTION 31.(b)  Except as otherwise provided, this act is effective when it becomes 

law. 

In the General Assembly read three times and ratified this the 24th day of September, 

2025. 

 

 

 s/  Ralph Hise 

  Presiding Officer of the Senate 

 

 

 s/  Howard Penny, Jr. 

  Presiding Officer of the House of Representatives 

 

 

This bill having been presented to the Governor for signature on the 25th day of 

September, 2025 and the Governor having failed to approve it within the time prescribed by law, 

the same is hereby declared to have become a law. 

This 6th day of October, 2025, 

 

 

 s/  Greg Johnson 

   Enrolling Clerk 




