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Purpose of SoHIH

• Synthesis of local, state, and national data intended to inform 

community members and stakeholders on community metrics 

and trends

• Presents data across the entire housing continuum from stable 

housing, to housing instability, to homelessness

• Describes the scale, characteristics, and outcomes of housing 

instability and homelessness in Mecklenburg County

• Supports informed policy, funding, and practice decisions
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Level Setting: Homelessness
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Key Findings: Increase in System Entry
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Key Findings:  Evictions & First Time Homelessness
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Key Findings: 
Widespread 
Rent Burden

7



M e c k N C . g o v

Key Findings: Rents

8



M e c k N C . g o v

Key Findings: Affordable Units
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McKinney-Vento

CMS Data:

• 5,680 children in 24-25 school year

• 4% increase from 23-24

• 10% of families are living in shelter

• 70% are doubled up 

• 20% in hotels/motels 
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County Investment

• Report includes an overview of local governmental investment 

including federal grant administration for activities to make 

homelessness rare, brief, and non-recurring and to ensure all 

Mecklenburg County residents have access to safe, decent, 

affordable housing.

• Data obtained from County budget, City of Charlotte budget, 

and City of Charlotte Department of Housing and 

Neighborhood Services. Does not include HTF

• FY 25 Investment: City: $6,577,457; County: $42,502,730
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Connecting the Dots

• Housing instability is the front door to homelessness, driven by 

rising rents and limited low-cost housing stock.

• Pressures ripple across the housing continuum, increasing inflow 

to homelessness, straining shelter capacity, and shaping lengths 

of stay and exits.

• Access to affordable, long-term housing determines outcomes, 

with shortages leading to longer stays, repeat homelessness, and 

more unsheltered homelessness.

• System capacity and design matter, as shelters operate near full 

capacity while some interventions fail to meet current needs or 

depth of affordability required.
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Summary

Taken together, the findings in this report highlight: 

• Persistent pressures across the housing continuum;

• The importance of aligning prevention, crisis response, and 

housing strategies. 

• The necessity to continue to ground decisions in data and 

equity to ensuring that homelessness in Charlotte-Mecklenburg 

becomes rare, brief, and non-recurring, and that all residents 

have access to safe, stable, and affordable housing.

13



Questions


