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History & Purpose & Vision 
of the Circle of Humanity 
Project• A place to reflect

• A place to educate

• A place to celebrate civil 

rights gains because of the 

collaboration



►June 17, 2025

►County Commission 

Vote to Authorize the 

County Manager to 

negotiate and execute an 

MOU

►Recognize and receive 

the donation of a new 

Holocaust Memorial and 

other site improvements 

at Marshall Park



January 14, 2026 Shalom Park 

January 22, 2026 Little Rock AME Zion

January 27, 2026 Queens University (International Holocaust

Remembrance Day & MLK Day Event)

February 15, 2026 Temple Beth El Charlotte & Beyond Tribe 

February 23, 2026     Johnson C. Smith University

February 26, 2026     New Generation of African American Philanthropy

March 15, 2026 Temple Israel Social Justice Fair

March 15, 2026  Ba’hai Center

March 19, 2026 Pastor’s Lunch at Little Rock AME Zion

March 25, 2026 Queens University Lifelong Learning Program

March 25, 2026 Tree Tops and Sun City Jewish Club

June 3, 2026 Temple Beth El Seniors Group

Community 
Feedback Sessions
Twelve community sessions. 

Approximately 850 attendees with 

overwhelmingly favorable feedback 

and positive responses. 103 

completed surveys.



Community Concerns 
Addressed



“In Transit: The Weight of 

Absence” chosen by 

significant majority

Seen as powerful catalyst, 

programming is essential

Remembrance + Education + 

Unity

Understanding of purpose

Favor a representational, 

emotionally direct 

memorial

Education Essential to 

Project’s Success

Key Takeaways 

Broad and enthusiastic 

community support

Note: A small number expressed 

constructive concerns and not 

opposition about whether two 

histories should be combined. 

They request that we ensure 

there is historical accuracy, it is 

accessible, and there is a clear 

explanation between the 

histories.





Holocaust 

Memorial

Sculpture

MLK 

Memorial

Statue



Woven Histories Winning Proposal

Urban Design Partners in Collaboration with Groundworks Studio

The Library of Illumination 

and Reflection 

Granite Fabric and Plaid 

Portal Design (upper)

The Portal (lower)





A National Search
57 applicants submitted their qualifications 

Art committee selected 8 finalists based on:

 Previous work experience

 Locale

 Connection to the topic

 Feasibility

 Artist Diversity

Two teams were selected to craft concepts

Community submitted their feedback and a finalist was 

selected

Art Selection 
Process



Interactive Learning Experiences

Mobile-accessible content that invites visitors to explore stories, history, and 

personal narratives. Tailored for students, educators, community groups, 

tourists, etc.

Digital Learning Hub

A companion website offering educational materials, oral histories, curricular 

resources, and opportunities for deeper engagement.

Exploring Shared Histories

Exhibits and learning opportunities that illuminate the histories of the Civil 

Rights Movement and the Jewish community, and the partnerships forged in 

the pursuit of justice.

Highlighting Our Common Humanity, Interwoven Narratives, and 

Honoring the Full Story

Educational & 
Programmatic 
Components



Projected 
Budget



Projected 

Timeline








