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MINUTES OF MECKLENBURG COUNTY, NORTH CAROLINA  

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 
The Board of Commissioners of Mecklenburg County, North Carolina, met in Informal Session in 
the Meeting Chamber Conference Room CH-14 of the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Government 
Center located at 600 East Fourth Street, Charlotte, North Carolina at 5:00 p.m. and in Formal 
Session in the Meeting Chamber of the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Government Center at 6:05 p.m. 
on Tuesday, March 7, 2023. 
 
 

ATTENDANCE 
 
Present:  Chair George Dunlap and Commissioners  

Leigh Altman, Patricia “Pat” Cotham, Arthur Griffin, 
Mark Jerrell, Vilma D. Leake, Laura J Meier, Elaine Powell 
and Susan Rodriguez-McDowell 
County Manager Dena R. Diorio 
County Attorney Tyrone C. Wade 
Clerk to the Board Kristine M. Smith 
Deputy Clerk to the Board Arlissa Eason 

 
Absent:  None 
 
 ____________________ 
 
 
     -INFORMAL SESSION- 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
The meeting was called to order by Chair Dunlap, after which the matters below were addressed. 
 
The Board voted unanimously to move Agenda Item #23-0099 (Social Work Appreciation Month 
Proclamation(Commissioner Rodriguez-McDowell)) up to Awards/Recognition on the agenda.  
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REMOVAL OF ITEMS FROM CONSENT 
 
The Board identified item(s) to be removed from Consent and voted upon separately. The items 
identified were Items: 
 
23-0118 Commissioner Leake 
23-0125 Commissioner Leake 
23-0129 Commissioner Leake 
23-0130 Commissioner Leake 
23-0131 Commissioner Leake 
23-0135 Commissioner Leake 
23-0141 Commissioner Leake 
23-0142 Commissioner Jerrell 
23-0144 Commissioner Leake 
23-0145 Commissioner Leake 
 
 
STAFF BRIEFINGS - None 
 
 
23-0136 CLOSED SESSION  
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Leake, seconded by Commissioner Altman, and unanimously 
carried (9-0), voting yes, to go into Closed Session for the following purpose(s): Land Acquisition 
and to Discuss Personnel Matter. 
 
The Board went into Closed Session at 5:20 p.m. and came back into Open Session 6:00 p.m. 
 
The Board then proceeded to the Meeting Chamber for the remainder of the meeting. 
 
 

    -FORMAL SESSION- 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chair Dunlap called this portion of the meeting to order, which was followed by introductions, 
invocation by Chair Dunlap, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag; after which, the 
matters below were addressed. 
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23-01365 Closed Session 
 
Motion was made by Leake, Seconded by Commissioner Powell and unanimously carried (9-
0) with to authorize the county manager to negotiate and execute all documents necessary 
for the acquisition of tax parcels 105-202-04, 105-202-06, and 105-202-07, (+/- 53.485 acres) 
from Leigh G. Green, and spouse, John K. Green, and Capital Land Partners, LLC for a purchase 
price of $6,000,000 for park and recreation purposes. 

 
Motion was made by Vice Chair Powell, Seconded by Commissioner Altman and unanimously 
carried (9-0) to authorize the county manager to negotiate and execute all documents 
necessary for the acquisition of tax parcels 043-104-07, 043-104-08, and 043-104-84, (+/- 
3.747 acres) from South Oak Partners, LLC. for a purchase price of $497,500 for park and 
recreation purposes. 

 
Motion was made by Commissioner Leake, Seconded by Commissioner Powell and 
unanimously carried (9-0) all to authorize the county manager to negotiate and execute all 
documents necessary for the acquisition of tax parcels 019-351-09, (+/- 3 acres) from 
Jonathan Ingram, and spouse, Kristen Ingram, Barry L. Shelton, and spouse, Kay Ingram 
Shelton for a purchase price of $250,000 for park and recreation purposes. 
 
 
AWARDS/RECOGNITION  
 
 
23-0099 SOCIAL WORK APPRECIATION MONTH PROCLAMATION (MOVED UP FROM 

CONSENT ITEMS) READ BY COMMISSIONER RODRIGUEZ-MCDOWELL 
 
The proclamation was read by Commissioner Rodriguez-McDowell. 
 
Background: Social Workers advocate for others to ensure everyone has access to the same basic 
rights, protections, and opportunities.  Social Workers are the frontlines, responding to such needs 
as homelessness, poverty, divorce, mental illness, physical and mental disability, substance abuse, 
domestic violence, and many other issues.  Social Workers in Mecklenburg County are committed 
and dedicated to individuals and families in the community through service delivery, research, 
education, and advocacy. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Rodriguez-McDowell, seconded by Commissioner Leake, and 
unanimously carried (9-0), to adopt a Proclamation declaring March 2023 as "Social Work 
Appreciation Month" in Mecklenburg County. 
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PUBLIC ART MOMENT - N/A 
 
 
23-0137 PUBLIC APPEARANCE 
 
The following persons appeared to speak during the Public Appearance portion of the agenda: 
 
1. Heather Johnson   Topic- Council for Children’s Rights Advocacy 
2. Deb Hanna   Topic- Council for Children’s Rights Advocacy 
 
 
APPOINTMENTS  
 
23-0093  APPOINTMENTS- NURSING HOME COMMUNITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE  
 
Reappointments were needed on the Nursing Home Community Advisory Committee for three 
(3) three-year terms expiring February 28, 2026. Kimberly Anderson, Benita Mason, and Regina 
Tisdale were eligible for reappointment. 
  
Motion was made by Commissioner Leake, seconded by Commissioner Altman, and unanimously 
carried (9-0), to reappoint Kimberly Anderson, Benita Mason, and Regina Tisdale to the Nursing 
Home Community Advisory Committee, for three (3) three-year terms expiring February 28, 
2026. 
 
 
23-0132  APPOINTMENTS- ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL BOARD 
 
Appointments were needed on the Alcoholic Beverage Control Board to fill three (3), unexpired 
terms expiring June 30, 2023.  
  
Background: On February 7, 2023, the Board of County Commissioners nominated the following 
candidates for appointment consideration to the Alcoholic Beverage Control Board: Marcus 
Kimbrough, Lloyd Scher, Sandra Stinson, and Beverly Thorpe.  
  
Per Board policy, the Ad-Hoc Interview Committee interviewed all four (4) nominees on 
Wednesday, March 1, 2023.  At the conclusion of the interviews, the Ad-Hoc Committee 
unanimously recommended Marcus Kimbrough and Beverly Thorpe; and ask that the Clerk 
continue to advertise for the remaining vacancy.  
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The Ad-Hoc Interview Committee was comprised of the following Commissioners: Arthur Griffin 
(Chair), Leigh Altman, Pat Cotham, and Mark Jerrell.    
 
Commissioner Arthur Griffin, Chair of the ad hoc committee, provided a report on the 
committee's meeting held on March 1, where they interviewed the four nominees.  The 
Committee Recommended Marcus Kimbrough and Beverly Thorne for appointment for the 
unexpired term.  The committee also recommended the Clerk continue to advertise for the 
remaining vacancy. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Leake, seconded by Commissioner Jerrell, and unanimously 
carried (9-0), to appoint Marcus Kimbrough and Beverly Thorpe to the Alcoholic Beverage Control 
Board, for two (2), unexpired terms beginning April 1 and expiring June 30, 2023, and will come 
back for reappointments for their first full terms that would begin July 1st, 2023. 
 
The Clerk said deadline for applications was March 21 for the current and upcoming vacancy 
whereas the board would potentially nominate candidates to be interviewed. 
 
Commissioner Jerrell encouraged community members not to be discouraged if not 
recommended for a specific board, emphasizing the diversity of skill sets required for different 
boards and encouraging continued involvement. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS - 6:30 PM 
 
 
23-0123 NAMING OF COUNTY FACILITY (COMMISSIONER JERRELL) 
 
Commissioner Mark Jerrell spoke by reflecting on Commissioner Scarborough's legacy, describing 
her as a trailblazer and pioneer. Before proceeding with the agenda item, a video honoring Ella 
B. Scarborough's life and achievements was played. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Griffin, seconded by Commissioner Jerrell, and unanimously 
carried (9-0), to open the Public Hearing on Mecklenburg County’s proposal to name the new 
Northeast Community Resource Center located near the intersection of North Tryon Street and 
Eastway Drive the “Ella B. Scarborough Community Resource Center”. 
 
The following persons appeared to speak during the Public Hearing portion of the agenda: 
 
1. Shekeria Barnes Topic- In support of the naming of the Community Resource Center 
2. Karen Gibson Topic- In support of the naming of the Community Resource Center 
3. Taisha Wilson Topic- In support of the naming of the Community Resource Center 
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4. Shallisa Multrie Topic- In support of the naming of the Community Resource Center 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Leake, seconded by Commissioner Jerrell, and unanimously 
carried (9-0), to close the Public Hearing and approve the naming of the new Northeast 
Community Resource Center located near the intersection of North Tryon Street and Eastway 
Drive the “Ella B. Scarborough Community Resource Center”. 
 
Background: At its February 21, 2023, meeting the Board received an application submitted by 
Commissioner Mark Jerrell to name the new Northeast Community Resource Center in memory 
of the late Ella B. Scarborough.  Pursuant to the County’s Facility Naming Policy, the Board set a 
Public Hearing for consideration and approval of the facility naming proposal. 
 
 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE REPORTS  
 
 
23-0113             CHARLOTTE-MECKLENBURG PLANNING COMMISSION- ANNUAL REPORT 
 
The Board received an Annual Report from the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Planning Commission. 
  
Keba Samuels, Chair, Charlotte-Mecklenburg Planning Commission gave the presentation. 
  
Background: The Board's Appointment Policy states all Committees must report at least annually 
to the Board of County Commissioners on their activities.  Reports can be submitted to the Clerk 
to the Board for distribution to the Board in writing or for formal presentation at a Regular Board 
Meeting. 
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Comments 
 
Commissioner Altman thanked Ms. Samuel for all her work on the committee. She said the 
feedback she got from the community was concerns about the pace of development and the 
need for sufficient infrastructure to support it.  She asked Mrs. Samuels to explain the Planning 
Commission’s role in the final decision approval-making process as it related to the City Council.  
Ms. Samuel explained that the Planning Commission operates in two subcommittees: the 
Planning Committee and the Zoning Committee. The Zoning Committee focuses on rezoning 
petitions recommended to the City Council. She highlighted the engagement process and 
mentioned that they may receive engagement requests from petitioners or County Commissioners 
before a public hearing. She emphasized the importance of engaging with the community during 
this period. 
 
Commissioner Leake asked about the Planning Commission's responsibility to the County 
Commissioners, the number of people on the Planning Commission, and who appoints them. Ms. 
Samuel said the Planning Commission was a Board of 14 members, 7 appointed by the County, 
and 7 appointed by the City. She said she would send her other appointed members information 
to her at a later time. 
 
Commissioner Rodriguez-McDowell thanked Ms. Samuel for all her work. She thanked her for the 
permanent environmental subcommittee that had been created. She also thanked Ms. Samuel 
for her involvement in creating public engagements at town halls and meetings. 
 
Vice Chair Powell thanked Ms. Samuel for addressing the brokenness in decision-making 
processes and realizing the importance of the County partnership.  She said the environmental 
focus and commitment from the Planning Commission was a huge part that they were 
addressing.  
 
Commissioner Griffin thanked Ms. Samuel for her demonstrated commitment and 
professionalism. He thanked her for educating him about ETJs and how the work correlated with 
the Planning Commission. 
 
Chair Dunlap thanked Ms. Samuel for her outstanding service and asked her to explain the ETJ's 
zoning requests process. Ms. Samuels said ETJs were portions of the County that were not part of 
City limits due to an interlocal agreement that guided their work between the City and the County. 
She said the ETJ's land planning fell under the City’s purview. She said she heard feedback from 
the ETJ residents as to not being represented because they could not vote for City Council 
members. She said ETJ residents did have representation through the Planning Commission. She 
said that through public engagements in the ETJs, zoning petitions were advocated for, to make 
sure the residents in those affected areas were able to voice their concerns. 



Meeting Minutes 
March 7, 2023 

15 
 

 
In response to questions about her successor, Samuel mentioned tenured members interested in 
leadership roles and efforts to create a pipeline of potential candidates. She emphasized the time 
commitment and importance of the Planning Commission's work, acknowledging the challenges 
and impact it has on various aspects of the community. Samuel concluded by expressing her 
dedication to building a pipeline of individuals interested in serving on the Planning Commission. 
Chair Dunlap thanked Samuel for her service. 
 
 
23-0134 PUBLIC ART COMMISISON  
 
The Board received an Annual Report of the Public Art Commission. 
  
Todd Stewart, Vice President, Public Art Commission, and Irene Vogelsong, Chair, Public Art 
Commission made the presentation. 
  
Background: The Board's Appointment Policy states all Committees must report at least annually 
to the Board of County Commissioners on their activities.  Reports can be submitted to the Clerk 
to the Board for distribution to the Board in writing or for formal presentation at a Regular Board 
Meeting. 
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Comments 
 
Chair Dunlap asked if all the Public art projects could be cataloged for residents to view. He said 
there was a self-guided tour that had been created, and asked if that was in response to having 
the projects cataloged. Mr. Stewart said the self-guided tour did not include all Public art projects. 
He said they had compiled a list of all Public art inventory projects and that list was available upon 
request. 
 
Commissioner Meier asked if the City did Public art projects as well. County Manager Diorio said 
the City did Public art projects as well.  
 
Commissioner Meier asked what the total of County and City combined projects was. Mr. Stewart 
said 188 projects had been currently completed.  
 
Commissioner Rodriguez-McDowell thanked the presenters for their work. She said it was 
important for the public to see their tax dollars at work. She said she liked how the committee 
balanced the art projects around the community. She highlighted the value of investing in art, 
making the community special, and supporting local artists.  She said investments in the Arts 



Meeting Minutes 
March 7, 2023 

30 
 

made the  
 
community were special because it created a legacy for years to come. She thanked the Lowes 
company for supporting the Arts in the County. 
 
Commissioner Jerrell asked what the rate of appreciation on the value of the pieces was and how 
did they get appraised.  Mr. Stewart said there was not an appreciation evaluation done on the 
art pieces in his nine years with the ASC. 
 
Commissioner Jerrell He also suggested exploring the value appreciation of art pieces and 
tracking artists' success post-commission. 
 
Commissioner Jerrell said he would also like to see which artists were able to use this as a 
springboard into leveraging their work on the projects they created for the County and gained 
national or international recognition afterward.  
 
Commissioner Rodriguez-McDowell said he liked Chair Dunlap’s idea of creating a catalog of all 
the art projects. She said if it was funded by the County, the possibility was there for the catalog 
to be created. She asked to see pricing information on creating a catalog.  
 
Commissioner Cotham asked if the committee still met in the basement church location. Mr. 
Steward said they were currently meeting virtually, and they also had office space in uptown at 
the WeWork location. 
 
Commissioner Cotham asked if the committee had people who checked the art pieces for 
maintenance. Mr. Stewart said that was currently done by County operations, they did not have 
staff that assisted in those efforts.  
 
 
MANAGER’S REPORT 
 
23-0148       EARLY CHILDHOOD – PRENATAL-TO-THREE PLANNING UPDATE 
 
The Board received as information a presentation on the Prenatal-to-Three Action Plan. 
  
Background: Since the release of the Chetty Study on social mobility in 2014, Mecklenburg County 
has been a leader in proactively investing in, and developing, programs aimed at improving 
outcomes for young children and their families. This led to a focus on early childhood care and 
education, and the release of an action plan for early childhood education in 2017 that launched 
MECK Pre-K and expanded access to childcare subsidies. 
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A second Early Childhood Education Executive Committee reconvened in the summer of 2021 to 
expand upon these initial efforts and has been working since then to develop a new action plan 
for Mecklenburg County focused on the Prenatal-to-Three space (PN-3). That soon-to-be-released 
report contains recommendations aimed at building a more functional PN-3 system that will be 
impactful for children and families across Mecklenburg County. 
 
Tim Gibbons, Program Manager DSS, and Anthony Trotman, Deputy County Manager gave the 
presentation. 
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Comments 
 
Commissioner Cotham said she hoped the program helped those that the data truly represented. 
She said due to COVID, tracking the number of those program participants could not be done. 
She spoke about violence and kids being traumatized after the pandemic. She said the data 
needed to be decimated to see the real issues associated with the after-pandemic effects. 
 
Commissioner Altman said when listening to the presentation she was reminded of a previous 
presentation with the County Economist that referred to childcare infrastructure. She said having 
childcare offered as a County employer would be a great benefit to offer perspective hires, and 
that the options needed to be explored. 
 
Commissioner Griffin said he appreciated the presentation, and in terms of strategic leadership, 
the Board was moving in the right direction. 
 
Commissioner Jerrell said that based on some of the data presented the growth was moving in a 
positive direction as it related to children and Meck PreK, and he thought that was phenomenal. 
He thanked previous Boards, Commissioner Fuller, and County Manager Diorio for making 
actionable efforts to grow the Meck PreK program to what it was currently, and for continuing to 
make it a priority. 
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Commissioner Rodriguez-McDowell said she was proud of the Board for the work that had been 
done so far. She said she agreed that it was a lot of data, but the data was needed to study 
systems and create policy foundations. She said she appreciated the deep dive into information 
because it created building blocks that would make a difference in the future of the County. 
 
Chair Dunlap left the dais at 8:14 p.m. and came back as later noted in the minutes. 
 
Commissioner Meier said she was excited about all the data being presented. She said the 
information was needed in order to prove the reasons why the tax dollars needed to be spent on 
creating such programs in the future.  She said she was an advocate for access to primary care 
and was very excited about the programs being proposed.  
 
Commissioner Leake made historical references to previous initiatives by other Board members 
and County Manager Diorio as they related to children's wrap-around services. She talked about 
challenges faced by foster children and the importance of male figures in childcare. She thanked 
Mr. Gibbons and County Manager Diorio for all their work in the children's initiatives they had 
supported. 
 
Chair Dunlap returned to the meeting at 8:19 p.m. 
 
Chair Dunlap said he had a concern with it came to a resident applying to three of the programs 
the County had. He said having a universal application process for residents to navigate the 
programs would be ideal. Mr. Gibbons said they were currently working with CMS in gathering 
data and making outreach efforts to parents to navigate the application process. He said they 
were working on a centralized intake approach. He said the challenges were logistical and 
technology-related, and they were working to get to a point where all programs were more 
centralized. 
 
 
DEPARTMENTAL DIRECTORS’ MONTHLY REPORTS - NONE 
 
 
STAFF REPORTS & REQUESTS - NONE 
 
 
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS REPORTS & REQUESTS - NONE 
 
 
CONSENT ITEMS 
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Motion was made by Commissioner Leake, seconded by Commissioner Meier, and 
unanimously carried (9-0), to approve the following item(s): 
 
23-0119        ACQUISITION OF FLOOD PRONE PROPERTY UNDER HAZARD MITIGATION GRANT 

PROGRAM 4393-0092-R 
 
Accept the Offer of Sale of Real Estate from Abner and Melinda Reyes, owners of the property 
located at 6432 Mounting Rock Road, Charlotte, NC (tax parcel 167-221-45), for $300,000 and 
authorize the Manager to execute all paperwork necessary to complete the transaction; and 
Authorize local emergency response agencies to use the structures for training exercises. 
   
Background: Since late 1999, Mecklenburg County has used storm water fee revenue to acquire 
flood prone property.  Buyouts reduce the risk to life and property during floods, while also 
enhancing the natural and beneficial functions of the floodplain.  Mecklenburg County uses the 
land as open space, to expand greenways, to construct wetlands, etc. 
  
Storm Water Services (STW) has been working on voluntary flood buyouts of 15 properties in the 
Sugar Creek floodplain within McDowell Farms neighborhood.  The development was built 
compliant with the floodplain maps in the 1980’s.  However, new Flood Insurance Rate Maps in 
2004 showed a 5-ft increase in the floodplain. STW pursued FEMA grant funds for a voluntary 
buyout through the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP) in February 2020.  The grant was 
approved in 2022. 
  
This action is consistent with goals in the Environmental Leadership Action Plan which supports 
the Environmental Leadership Policy adopted by the Board of County Commissioners 
(BOCC).  These acquisitions are part of Storm Water’s 15-year CIP risk reduction goals and 
consistent with recommendations in the Flood Risk Assessment and Risk Reduction Plan, adopted 
by the BOCC on May 1, 2012. 
  
The buyout is voluntarily.  The purchase and demolition are funded by a combination of Federal, 
State, and local STW capital funds.  The requested actions will consist of acquiring the properties 
and demolishing the existing buildings.  The purchase price is based upon a current fair market 
value appraisal.  Consistent with past practices, the actual expenditure could be reduced if the 
owner received any insurance payments for flood damage within the previous 36 months and did 
not spend those funds on repairs. 
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STW staff allows training opportunities for local police and fire personnel prior to demolition of 
flood prone buildings.  In addition, STW staff has established a process with Habitat for Humanity 
of Charlotte to maximize the responsible reuse of materials prior to structure demolition while 
protecting the health of the community. 
 
 
23-0127  TAX REFUNDS  
 
Approve refunds in the amount of $2,594.29 as statutorily required to be paid as requested by 
the County Assessor. 
  
Background: This Board action is necessary to approve tax refunds resulting from clerical errors, 
audits, and other amendments, including revaluation appeals. There is no accrued interest 
associated with the $2,594.29 Meck refunds. Refunds total $2,594.29. 
 
 
23-0128  PARKLAND DONATION - BACK CREEK PARK EXPANSION  
 
Accept donation of Tax Parcel 051-462-46 (+/- 6.562 acres) for incorporation into the existing 
County-owned Back Creek Park from Austin Estates, LLC. 
  
Background: The subject property owner, Austin Estates, LLC, has agreed to donate Tax Parcel 
051-462-46 (+/- 6.562 acres) for inclusion into the existing Back Creek Park. The donation is being 
made as part of the subdivision approval process for the Austin Estates single-family residential 
development.  
  
The existing Back Creek Park is roughly 128 acres in size and is located off Back Creek Church Road 
and west of I-485.  The donation is consistent with Park and Recreation’s Greenway Master Plan 
that calls for the addition of parkland, greenway, and open space within the County. It is also 
consistent with the County’s Environmental Leadership Action Plan. 
 
 
23-0133  CULLMAN AVENUE PROPERTY TEMPORARY CONSTRUCTION EASEMENT  
 
Authorize the County Manager to negotiate and execute a Temporary Construction Easement to 
300 East 36 Development Holdings, LLC ("Developer") on County-owned Tax Parcel 083-031-07 
(+/- 0.919 acres) for construction of a mixed-used development on an adjacent parcel. 
   
Background: Tax Parcel 080-031-07 (+/- 0.919 acres) in the NODA neighborhood was purchased 
by the County in 2005 for storm water purposes.  Adjacent to the County-owned parcel and at the 
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corner of Cullman Avenue and E. 36th Street, the Developer is planning a mixed-use eight story 
building.  The development will include 294 residential apartments, 6,900 SF of ground floor retail 
space with a landscaped plaza along 36th Street, and 350 parking spaces.  To facilitate 
construction of the project, the developer has requested a temporary construction easement from 
the County on tax parcel 080-031-07 for a period of two years.  The County's  
property will be used for construction staging and storage, parking for construction workers, and 
the project's construction trailer.  
  
County Storm Water Services has reviewed this request and are agreeable to use of the 
property.  A stipulation of the agreement is that no construction activities are to take place on the 
County's property.  The County will be compensated $48,825 for the TCE plus additional fees to 
cover the County's staff and legal review of the TCE. 
 
 

T H I S   C O N C L U D E D   I T E M S   A P P R O V E D   B Y   C O N S E N T 
 
 ___________________ 
 
 
23-0138 PULLED CONSENT ITEMS 
 
Commissioners may remove agenda items from the Consent Agenda for a separate vote, to bring 
public awareness or to make comments. The following items were pulled and voted upon 
separately: 
 
 
23-0118 BUDGET AMENDMENT - HEALTH DEPARTMENT (REVENUE INCREASE)  
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Leake, seconded by Commissioner Altman, and unanimously 
carried (9-0), to amend the 2022-2023 Annual Budget Ordinance to recognize, receive, and 
appropriate an increase of $205,176 in federal revenue from the North Carolina Department of 
Health and Human Services, Division of Public Health (DPH) to the General Fund (0001) for the 
WIC Client Services Program in the Health Department. 
   
Background: The North Carolina Division of Public Health (DPH) awards federal funds to the 
Health Department to support some public health programs. The Health Department received 
notification of increased funding of $205,176 for the WIC Client Services program as the average 
monthly participation has risen above 103% of the base caseload assignment for January 1, 2023 
- May 31, 2023. 
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The funding increase will enhance the Health department's ability to provide supplemental 
nutritious foods, nutrition education, and referrals for health care for low-income persons during 
critical periods of growth and development. 
 
 
23-0125  AFFIRM AWARD - DELTA DENTAL SMILES 4 KIDS  
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Leake, seconded by Commissioner Jerrell, and unanimously 
carried (9-0), to affirm the submitted application for funding in the amount of $5,000 Delta Dental 
Smiles 4 Kids; and if awarded, amend the 2022 - 2023 annual budget ordinance to recognize, 
receive, and appropriate the award amount to the general fund (0001) within Public Health. 
   
Background: Mecklenburg County Health Department screens students across the County for 
cavities or oral health issues and recommends or refers students to get pediatric dental care  
when necessary. This grant funding would pay for toothbrushes to be distributed in the oral health 
screening visits with students, increasing access to dental care equipment in hopes of improving 
oral health and reducing the absenteeism due to poor dental hygiene. 
 
 
23-0129  GRANT APPLICATION - SMART START OF MECKLENBURG COUNTY  
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Leake, seconded by Commissioner Altman, and unanimously 
carried (9-0), to affirm the submission of a renewal grant application to Mecklenburg Partnership 
for Children of Mecklenburg County for funding up to $424,756 to support programs promoting 
child health and safety for grant period July 1, 2023 - June 30, 2024. 
  
Background: The Communicable Disease team, including Child Care Health & Nurse Consultants, 
will ensure childcare facilities have a plan for potential future infectious disease outbreaks, will 
focus on providing consultation for healthy weight initiatives, provide information and resources 
for early intervention and special education services and will inspect and consult with childcare 
facility staff. FY20-21 Early Childhood Profile Smart Start data shows that 73% of children are 
enrolled in 4-5 star childcare facilities, but that leaves 27% of children who are attending lower 
starred facilities. Also, 3.3% of children who receive early intervention or special education 
services in Mecklenburg County is outside the range (more than 4% and less than 10%) set for the 
County based on the distribution of identified children among counties. The amount of children 
ages 0-4 at a healthy weight within Mecklenburg County is 68.5%, which meets the bare minimum 
requirement of 66.1% and falls short of the high performing requirement goal of 70%, so there is 
work to be done with this grant funding. 
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23-0130  CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT - MECKLENBURG COUNTY HAL MARSHALL  

SITE IMPROVEMENTS 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Leake, seconded by Commissioner Altman, and unanimously 
carried (9-0), to award a construction contract to Wharton-Smith, Inc. in the amount of 
$804,443.00. 
 
Background: This contract is for fencing, gates, and access control to provide secure parking for 
the Sheriff’s Office Field Operations Division and the VAPA (Visual & Performing Arts) Center, the 
arts consortium leasing space from the County. This contract also includes fencing and gates to 
secure the County-owned vacant lots across Montfort Point Street from the Hal Marshall Center. 
The decorative fencing to be installed is approved for use in the Uptown Mixed-Use District 
(UMUD) Zoning District. 
 
 
23-0131     GRANT APPLICATION - NC DEPARTMENT OF ADULT CORRECTION (NCDAC) 

INTERMEDIARY AGENCY FOR LOCAL REENTRY COUNCILS (LRC) - CRIMINAL 
JUSTICE SERVICES (CJS)  

 
Motion was made by Commissioner Leake, seconded by Commissioner Altman, and unanimously 
carried (9-0), to affirm submission of a grant application to NC Department of Adult Correction 
for the Intermediary Agencies (NCDAC) for Local Reentry Councils (LRC) Grant up to $150,000 for 
assisting justice-involved citizens living in local communities; and if awarded, adopt a grant 
project Ordinance for the Intermediary Agencies for LRC Grant in the General Grant Fund G001; 
and if awarded, recognize, receive, and appropriate the award amount to the General Grant Fund 
G001 within CJS. 
   
Background: Criminal Justice Services Re Entry Services Unit has delivered services to residents 
returning to Mecklenburg County from incarceration in the local jail, and State and Federal 
prisons since 2013. The requested funding will allow the Criminal Justice Services Re Entry Services 
Unit to increase educational and vocational opportunities available in Mecklenburg County 
through multiple partnerships. Employment, trade skills training and entrepreneurship training 
will be supported to develop additional avenues for employment for the re-entering population. 
  
Grant funds are for a 1-year period with up to $150,000 beginning July 1, 2023 and ending June 
30, 2024. A formal grant application was due to the North Carolina Department of Public Safety 
on March 3, 2023, to be eligible for funding. A match is not required. 
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Ordinance recorded in full in Ordinance Book 51, Document # 93. 
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23-0135        REGISTER OF DEEDS AUTOMATION ENHANCEMENT AND PRESERVATION SPECIAL 

REVENUE FUND  
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Leake, seconded by Commissioner Jerrell, and unanimously  
carried (9-0), to amend the Register of Deeds Automation Enhancement and Preservation Special 
Revenue Fund (8528) to recognize and appropriate $800,000 in fee revenue for automation and 
enhancements. 
  
Background: This fund was established pursuant to NCGS §161-11.3, effective January 2, 2002, to 
provide new automation and/or preservation of the historical record collection at the Register of 
Deeds Office by setting aside 10% of all fees collected by the Register of Deeds and Vital Records 
offices. By this action, the Board will recognize and appropriate revenue held in this fund for on-
going software and maintenance fees for the land records software and database at the Register 
of Deeds and Vital Records Offices, and to be used to provide for preservation and enhancements 
of the Register of Deeds' Historical Record Collection. 
 
 
23-0141  NORTHEAST PROPERTY LEASE  
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Leake, seconded by Commissioner Jerrell, and unanimously 
carried (9-0), to adopt a Resolution titled "Mecklenburg County Board of Commissioners 
Resolution Declaring Intent to Lease Property to Christ Point Church". 
  
Background: On February 16, 2023, the County closed on roughly 33.54 acres of land in the City 
of Charlotte that will be used for a local park.  The site is north of I-485 with frontage on Ridge 
Road, across from the Highland Creek neighborhood.  The land was previously owned by several 
members of the Oehler family and includes several single-family structures, a barn, a chapel, and 
several other outbuildings.  Following the County entering into a contract with the Oehler family, 
members of Christ Point Church approached staff with a request to use the barn, chapel, parking 
lot, and two associated building for a period of two years while the church is under construction 
on a new facility on land adjacent to the parkland at 4301 Ridge Road.  The church used the same 
structures for services and other activities when the property was owned by the Oehler family. 
  
The proposed lease includes the following major business terms: 
  
Location - The barn, chapel, parking lot, and associated buildings immediately adjacent to Tax 
Parcel 029-301-19 
Term - Two (2) years 
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Rental Rate - $2,500 per month 
Use - Friday at 6:00 AM through Sunday at 9:00 PM weekly 
Maintenance and repairs - Tenant shall be responsible for any and all routine and preventive 
maintenance, including janitorial 
 Utilities - The tenant shall be responsible for all utility payments including but not limited to 
water, gas, electricity, sewer, storm water, and data 
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Resolution recorded in full in Ordinance Book 51, Document # 94. 
 
23-0142      BROWNFIELDS APPLICATION AND AGREEMENT - EAST CHARLOTTE PARKLAND  
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Jerrell, seconded by Commissioner Altman, and unanimously 
carried (9-0) to prepare and submit a Brownfields Property Application to the North Carolina 
Department of Environmental Quality ("DEQ") for Tax Parcel 109-161-60 (+/- 27.465 acres) in the 
City of Charlotte; and negotiate and execute a Brownfields Agreement with the DEQ upon the 
site receiving program eligibility. 
 
Background: In November 2021, the County entered into a contract with Partners for Parks, Inc. 
for the purchase of 27.465 acres of property at 8131 East W.T. Harris Boulevard for a future local 
park.  The park's conceptual plan includes such potential uses as sports courts, an active sports 
area, a loop trail, shelters, and restrooms.  Following entering into the contract, the County 
proceeded with conducting due diligence activities including environmental testing. Results of 
initial environmental assessment concluded there were several recognized environmental 
conditions (RECs) including nearby property that was used as an orchard, nearby property that 
was used as an aircraft storage yard from the 1960s through the 1980s and documented volatile 
organic compounds (VOCs) and chlorinated VOC groundwater.  
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Additional testing by the consultant hired by the County, ECS, revealed levels of certain 
contaminates above the regulatory standard in certain groundwater and soil samples taken from 
the property. Based on this as well several meeting with State DEQ staff, County staff 
recommends the County filing an application and receiving program eligibility determination for 
the Brownfields program prior to taking ownership of the property.  The Brownfields program 
provides for State liability protection to cleanup soil, groundwater, and other affected areas in 
exchange for making the site safe for the intended use.  This may be accomplished by 
implementing land use restrictions and other controls such as capping the impacted soil.  
  
Upon the County receiving a positive program eligibility notification (2-4 months), the County 
would close on the property and negotiate the terms of the Brownfields Agreement with the 
State.  The County's agreement with Partners for Parks grants the County the ability to use 
proceeds from the sale of the property that would ordinarily go to Partners for Parks for the 
cleanup of the site.  The County is purchasing the property from Partners for Parks for a purchase 
price of $2,700,000.  Upon closing on the property, Partners for Parks will retain 25% ($675,000) 
of the purchase and 75% ($2,025,000) will come back to the County for use in implementing the 
requirements of the future Brownfields agreement and construction of the park. 
 
 
23-0144  REPEAL BOARD OF HEALTH RULES AND ORDINANCES 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Leake, seconded by Commissioner Jerrell, and unanimously 
carried (9-0), to repeal the 1982 Board of Health Rules Governing Milk Sanitation, 1990 Rule 
Regulating Medical Waste, 1980 Ordinance Governing Mobile Home Parks and 1978 Ordinance 
Governing Massage Parlors, Health Salons, and Related Business within Mecklenburg County. 
  
Background: Milk sanitation falls under the jurisdiction of NC Department of Agriculture. 
Mecklenburg County no longer has any involvement with milk sanitation. The rule is no longer 
applicable.  Medical waste is now under the jurisdiction of NC DEQ Division of Waste 
Management, Solid Waste section, which regulates the storage transportation, treatment, and 
disposal of medical waste. Mecklenburg County has no involvement with medical waste. 
  
Regulations of Mobile Homes for permitting and compliance has been moved under zoning. 
Neither the health department nor LUESA plays any role in regulating mobile homes. Regulations 
of the Business or Profession of Massage does not fall under LUESA or health department. 
Business licenses are issued by the City of Charlotte. The North Carolina Board of Massage and 
Bodywork therapy regulates the massage profession. 
  
The Rules and Ordinances noted above are no longer applicable under the County's jurisdiction 
and should therefore be repealed. 
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Resolution recorded in full in Ordinance Book 51, Document # 96. 
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Ordinance recorded in full in Ordinance Book 51, Document # 97. 
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Ordinance recorded in full in Ordinance Book 51, Document # 98. 
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Ordinance recorded in full in Ordinance Book 51, Document # 99. 
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23-0145      AMENDMENT TO RULES - MECKLENBURG COUNTY PUBLIC SWIMMING POOLS 
AMENDMENT TO RULES - BOARD OF HEALTH RULE REGULATING RESIDENTIAL 
SWIMMING POOLS AMENDMENT TO RULES - BOARD OF HEALTH RAT CONTROL 

 
Motion was made by Commissioner Leake, seconded by Commissioner Jerrell, and unanimously 
carried (9-0), to approve amendments to Mecklenburg County Public Swimming Pools and 
Residential Swimming Pool Rules and Mecklenburg County Board of Health Rule Governing Rat 
Control. 
 
Background: The Mecklenburg County Board of Commissioners, as a Consolidated Human 
Services Agency (CHSA) exercising the powers and duties of a local board of health is responsible 
for adopting rules to protect and promote the public health of the community. From time to time, 
it becomes necessary to enact, amend, repeal, or revise previously adopted rules and make 
necessary changes to meet current public health needs. The Board finds it necessary to amend 
the Board of Health rule adopted May 18, 1999, under GS 130A-39 and amended March 20, 2018, 
governing public swimming pools in Mecklenburg County and all Cities and Towns, whether 
incorporated or unincorporated.  Among other technical changes, the Board AMENDS Section 3(b) 
of the Rule to change the expiration date of annual permits; AMENDS Section 10(a) to include the 
correct statutory citation for a violation of the Rule to be a misdemeanor pursuant to G.S. 130A-
25; and AMENDS Section 10(b) to clarify that the Director’s has the authority to seek a civil 
injunction to enforce the Rule at his discretion. 
  
In addition, the Board finds it necessary to amend the Board of Health Rule adopted May 18, 
1999, under GS 130A-39 governing residential swimming pools in Mecklenburg County, including, 
but not limited to all Cities and Towns, whether incorporated or unincorporated. Among other 
technical changes, AMENDS Section 2 of the Rule to update the definition of “spa;” AMENDS 
Sections 5(b) and 7(a) to remove requirements related to the proximity of a pool to drinking water 
wells;  AMENDS Section 5(d) to clarify that building permits are required for construction of a 
pool; AMENDS Section 7(b)(6) to clarify requirements of service gates that are part of a driveway; 
ADDS a new Section 7(b)(7) to clarify that pool barriers cannot consist of vegetation or bodies of 
water; AMENDS Section 8(a)(d) to reflect the current effective date and exception for pools in 
existence prior to May 18, 1999; AMENDS Section 8(c) to clarify the Director’s authority to order 
that a pool be drained if determined to be an imminent hazard; ADDS a new Section 9(a) to include 
a civil penalty of $100.00 per day for violating the Rule; AMENDS Section 9(b) to include that a 
violation of the Rule will be a misdemeanor pursuant to  
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G.S. 130A-25; and AMENDS Section 9(c) to clarify the Director has the authority to seek a civil 
injunction to enforce the Rule at his discretion. 

In addition, the Board finds it necessary to amend the Board of Health rule adopted May 18, 1999, 
under GS 130A-39. governing the control of rats in Mecklenburg County and all Cities and Towns, 
whether incorporated or unincorporated.  Among other technical changes, ADDS a new Section 
12(a) to the Rule to include a civil penalty of $100.00 per day for violating the Rule; AMENDS 
Section 12(b) to include a violation of the Rule will be considered a misdemeanor pursuant to G.S. 
130A-25; AMENDS Section 12(c) to clarify the Director’s authority to seek a civil injunction to 
enforce the Rule at his discretion; and ADDS a new Section 13 to include an appeal procedure as 
required by G.S. 130A-24. 
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Rule recorded in full in Ordinance Book 51, Document # 100. 
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Rule recorded in full in Ordinance Book 51, Document # 101. 
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Rule recorded in full in Ordinance Book 51, Document # 102. 
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23-0139 COMMISSIONER REPORTS 
 
Commissioners shared information of their choosing within the guidelines as established by the 
Board, which included, but not limited to, past and/or upcoming events. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Altman, seconded by Commissioner Meier, and unanimously 
carried (9-0), that there being no further business to come before the Board that the meeting be 
adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 
 
 
 
______________________________ ____________________________ 
Kristine M. Smith, Clerk to the Board                                             George Dunlap, Chair 
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