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MINUTES OF MECKLENBURG COUNTY, NORTH CAROLINA  
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

 
 
The Board of Commissioners of Mecklenburg County, North Carolina, met in Special Session for 
the 2nd Budget Public Hearing in the Meeting Chamber of the Charlotte-Mecklenburg 
Government Center located at 600 East Fourth Street, Charlotte, North Carolina at 6:00 p.m. on 
Wednesday, May 25, 2023. 
 

ATTENDANCE 
 
 
Present:  Chair George Dunlap, Vice Chair Elaine Powell,  

and Commissioners Leigh Altman, Patricia “Pat” Cotham,  
Arthur Griffin, Mark Jerrell, Vilma D. Leake, Laura J Meier,   
and Susan Rodriguez- McDowell 
County Manager Dena R. Diorio 
County Attorney Tyrone C. Wade 
Clerk to the Board Kristine M. Smith 
Deputy Clerk to the Board Arlissa Eason 

 
Absent:  None 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER  

 
The meeting was called to order by Chair Dunlap, followed by introductions and the Pledge of 
Allegiance to the Flag. 
 
 
23-0257 PUBLIC HEARING: AMEND MINOR SYSTEM FEES FOR THE CITY OF 

CHARLOTTE AND THE TOWN OF CORNELIUS 
 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Leake, seconded by Commissioner Jerrell and unanimously 
carried (8-0) voting yes, to open the public hearing for comments on proposed amendments to 
the Minor System components of Storm Water fees. 
  
No Speakers were present. 
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Motion was made by Commissioner Rodriguez-McDowell, seconded by Commissioner Griffin 
and unanimously carried (8-0) voting yes, to close the public hearing. 
  
Background: In 1994, the County implemented a Storm Water fee to fund the administration of 
storm water management programs to improve water quality, reduce flood losses and repair 
and or maintain the storm drainage system. 
  
Minor System Component for municipal jurisdictions:  By Interlocal Agreement, the minor 
system of the storm water system is defined as ditches, swales, pipes, etc. that drain less than 1 
square mile and is the responsibility of the City inside the City limits and each Town inside the 
town limits.  The revenue generated from the minor system component of the storm water fee 
charged within each municipal jurisdiction is returned to that jurisdiction to fund their storm 
water management programs. 
  
To address the substantial increase in unfunded projects, residents' requests for services, 
projects in the right-or way, and aging infrastructure, the City of Charlotte is proposing a change 
to the minor system component of the Storm Water fee. The Towns are experiencing similar 
challenges, and the Town of Cornelius also requests an increase to its minor system component 
of Storm Water fees. 
  
The changes that have been approved are as follows: 
  
City of Charlotte (City Council approved): 

Tier I:  $6.27 to $6.56, per month 
Tier II: $9.25 to 9.68, per month 
Tier III: $13.67 to $14.30, per month 
Tier IV: $22.61 to 23.65, per month 
Commercial: $163.20 to $170.71, per acre of impervious acre 

   
Town of Cornelius (Town-approved): 

Tier I: $1.89 to $2.24, per month 
Tier II: $2.75 to $3.25, per month 
Tier III: $4.12 to $4.87, per month 
Tier IV: $7.61 to $9.01, per month 
Commercial: $48.79 to $57.72, per acre of impervious acre  

 
Public Hearing Request:  As part of the City and Town’s budgeting processes, the City of 
Charlotte and Town of Cornelius have already approved changes to their minor system rates. 
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The County’s public hearing will provide interested parties an opportunity to comment to the 
Board of County Commissioners on changes to the minor system components of the Storm 
Water fee for those properties located in the City of Charlotte and the Towns of Cornelius. Each 
municipality has conducted their own public hearing prior to altering their minor system 
component of the fee. 
  
MCSWS requests a public hearing be conducted in accordance with the Storm Water 
Management Interlocal Agreement and State law for considering such increases. After closing 
the public hearing, the Board is requested to adopt the Resolution setting the minor system 
component of the storm water fee to the amount as directed by The City and the Town of 
Cornelius. 
  
On March 16, 2023, the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Storm Water Advisory Committee (SWAC) 
unanimously recommended approval of the City’s FY24 Operating and Capital budgets, which 
included a request for a fee increase, and forwarded its recommendations to the City Manager 
and City Council. The SWAC does not review the Town’s operating and capital budgets. 
  
 
 
23-0284 PUBLIC HEARING: REVISIONS TO THE MECKLENBURG COUNTY AIR 

POLLUTION CONTROL ORDINANCE (MCAPCO)  
 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Rodriguez-McDowell, seconded by Commissioner Griffin 
and unanimously carried (8-0) voting yes,  to open the public hearing for the purpose of 
receiving comments on proposed revisions to the Mecklenburg County Air Pollution Control 
Ordinance. 
 
No Speakers were present. 
  
Motion was made by Commissioner Leake, seconded by Commissioner Griffin and unanimously 
carried (8-0) voting yes, to Close the public hearing. 

  
Background: MCAPCO provides for the administration and enforcement of an air pollution 
control program for the protection of the environment and protection of the public health and 
applies throughout Mecklenburg County, North Carolina, including but not limited to all cities, 
towns, hamlets, and villages whether incorporated or unincorporated. 
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Revisions have been proposed by Mecklenburg County Air Quality involving adjustments to 
permitting and compliance monitoring fees found in MCAPCO Regulation 1.5231 - “Air Quality 
Fees.”  On April 18, 2023, a public review and comment period was opened by the Board.  This 
public hearing is being held to receive comments on the proposed revisions.    
 
 
 
23-0362  PUBLIC HEARING: RECOMMENDED BUDGET FOR FY2023-2024  
 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Altman, seconded by Commissioner Jerrell and 
unanimously carried (8-0) voting yes, to open the Public Hearing to receive public comment on 
the County Manager's Recommended Budget for FY2023-2024. 
  

Background: Annually, the Board holds a public hearing to receive public comment on the 
County Manager's Recommended Budget for the upcoming fiscal year. The budget is scheduled 
for adoption on June 6, 2023. 
  
A copy of the proposed budget is available for public inspection on-line 
at www.mecklenburgcountync.gov <http://www.mecklenburgcountync.gov>. 
 
The following speakers were present: 
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The following Speakers made emailed comments: 
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Motion was made by Commissioner Leake, seconded by Commissioner Griffin and unanimously 
carried (8-0) voting yes, to close the Public Hearing. 
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ADJOURNMENT 
 
 
With no further business to come before the Board, Chair Dunlap declared the meeting 
adjourned at 7:50 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
______________________________ ____________________________ 
Kristine M. Smith, Clerk to the Board George Dunlap, Chairman 
 
 


