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MINUTES OF MECKLENBURG COUNTY, NORTH CAROLINA  

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 
The Board of Commissioners of Mecklenburg County, North Carolina, met in Informal Session in 
the Conference Center Room 267 of the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Government Center located at 600 
East Fourth Street, Charlotte, North Carolina at 5:00 p.m. and in Formal Session in the Conference 
Center Room 267 of the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Government Center at 6:16 p.m. on Wednesday, 
August 7, 2024. 
 
 

ATTENDANCE 
 
Present:  Chair George Dunlap, Vice-Chair Mark Jerrell,   

and Commissioners Leigh Altman, Patricia “Pat” Cotham,  
Elaine Powell, Vilma D. Leake, Laura J Meier,  
and Susan Rodriguez-McDowell 
County Manager Dena R. Diorio 
County Attorney Tyrone C. Wade 
Clerk to the Board Kristine M. Smith 
Deputy Clerk to the Board Arlissa Eason 
 

Absent:  Commissioner Arthur Griffin 
 ____________________ 
 
     -INFORMAL SESSION- 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
The meeting was called to order by Chair Dunlap, after which the matters below were addressed. 
 
 
REMOVAL OF ITEMS FROM CONSENT 
 
The Board identified item(s) to be removed from Consent and voted upon separately. The 
items identified were Items: 
 
24-0380 Commissioner Leake  
24-0406  Commissioner Leake 
24-0419 Commissioner Vice-Chair Jerrell & Commissioner Leake  
24-0421  Commissioner Leake  
24-0423  Commissioner Leake  
24-0424 Commissioner Leake 
24-0425 Commissioner Vice-Chair Jerrell & Commissioner Leake 
24-0426  Commissioner Leake  
24-0432 Commissioner Vice-Chair Jerrell & Commissioner Leake 
24-0441 Commissioner Leake  
24-0442 Commissioner Leake 
24-0443 Commissioner Vice-Chair Jerrell & Commissioner Leake  
24-0445 Commissioner Vice-Chair Jerrell & Commissioner Leake 
 
 
STAFF BRIEFINGS - NONE 
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24-0446 CLOSED SESSION  
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Rodriguez-McDowell, seconded by Commissioner Meier, and 
unanimously carried, to go into Closed Session for the following purpose(s): Discuss Personnel 
Matter, Discuss Land Acquisition, and Consult with Attorney. 
 
The Board went into Closed Session at 5:08 p.m. and came back into Open Session at 6:15 p.m. 
 
The Board then remained in room 267 for the remainder of the meeting. 
  

     
-FORMAL SESSION- 

 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chair Dunlap called this portion of the meeting to order, which was followed by introductions, 
invocation by Commissioner Meier, and the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag; after which, the 
matters below were addressed. 
 
 
AWARDS/RECOGNITION  
 
 
24-0412 PROCLAMATION – CHILD SUPPORT AWARENESS MONTH (VICE-CHAIR JERRELL) 
 
Background:  Mecklenburg County has operated Child Support Services since July 2010 when the 
staff and customers of the program were entrusted to the County by the State of North Carolina. 
Former President Bill Clinton first proclaimed August as National Child Support Awareness Month in 
1995 to demonstrate the importance of child support as a sustainable means of financial support 
and well-being for many of our nation's children. 
  
In Mecklenburg County, there are approximately 58,834 children and custodial parents who receive 
more than $48.7 million in child support annually, through the efforts of this County's child support 
professionals, which provide food, housing, and clothing to these families. 
 
The proclamation was read by Commissioner Jerrell. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Jerrell, seconded by Commissioner Altman, and unanimously 
carried to adopt a Proclamation declaring August 2024 as Child Support Awareness Month in 
Mecklenburg County,  
 
Thomas Long, Child Support Manager, received the proclamation and gave remarks. 
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24-0420 PROCLAMATION – CHARLOTTE BLACK PRIDE WEEK & CHARLOTTE PRIDE WEEK 
                           (COMMISSIONER ALTMAN) 
 
Background:  Mecklenburg County is home to a vibrant and diverse community, among which are 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer (LGBTQ) citizens and residents. With Charlotte’s first 
Pride events finally held in 1981 and the ensuing decades inspiring the creation of Charlotte Pride in 
2000; and Charlotte Black Pride was founded in 2005 with the mission to promote LGBTQ pride 
primarily for, but not limited to, members of the Black community while building social awareness, 
embracing spirituality, and celebrating the diversity that exists within our community. Each July, 
Black members of the LGBTQ community and their allies gather to celebrate the history, culture, 
achievements, aspirations, and dreams during Charlotte Black Pride Week, and will this year hold 
their annual celebration “P.O.P. - Pride on Purpose;” and community members will join together July 
13 to Sunday, July 21, to celebrate the history, culture, community, and triumphs of Black LGBTQ 
people across our region. This August, Charlotte Pride will celebrate the 24th anniversary of its 
founding and the 43rd anniversary of the first Pride events in Mecklenburg County; and the 
Charlotte Pride Festival and Parade is the largest LGBTQ community event in the American 
Southeast, second only to Atlanta, and the largest annual parade in Mecklenburg County, 
contributing millions of dollars in economic impact each year. 
 
Commissioner Altman read the proclamation. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Altman, seconded by Commissioner Meier, and unanimously 
carried to Adopt a proclamation proclaiming July 13 - 21, 2024, as Charlotte Black Pride Week and 
August 9 - 18, 2024, as Charlotte Pride Week. 
 
Rayvon Moore, Chaplain for Charlotte Black Pride, and Liz Schob, Communications Manager for 
Charlotte Pride, excepted the proclamation and made remarks. 
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PUBLIC ART MOMENT – N/A 
 
 
24-0447 PUBLIC APPEARANCE 
 
The following persons appeared to speak during the Public Appearance portion of the agenda: 
 
1.  Vishab Nooka  Mecklenburg County’s Delegate for 2024 Youth Voice (NCACC), 

speaking on a topic that affects the youth. 



Meeting Minutes 

August 07, 2024 

6 

 

2.  Calvin McKenzie  Guardian Ad Litem; Adoption and Safe Families Act and Meck 
County YFS  

3.  Denesha Degraffenreid Mental Health and Substance Abuse 
 
 
APPOINTMENTS   
 
 
24-0415 APPOINTMENTS – HISTORIC LANDMARKS COMMISSION 
 
The Commissioners voted on applicants nominated at the July 2, 2024, Board of County 
Commissioners Regular Meeting. 
 
The vote was as follows: 
 
Andrew Dunn:  Commissioners Altman, Jerrell, Leake, Meier, Powell, and Rodriguez-McDowell 
 
Andrew Dunn was appointed for one three-year term expiring July 31, 2027. 
 
 
24-0429 APPOINTMENTS – AIR QUALITY COMMISSION 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Cotham, seconded by Commissioner Powell, and unanimously 
carried, to reappoint Billy Powers and Karl Welke on the Air Quality Commission for two (2) three-
year terms expiring August 31, 2027.   
 
 
24-0431 APPOINTMENTS – CITIZEN CAPITAL BUDGET ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Meier, seconded by Commissioner Rodriguez-McDowell, and 
unanimously carried, to reappoint Steven Hyland and Linda Reece to the Citizen Capital Budget 
Advisory Committee for two (2) three-year terms expiring July 31, 2027.   
 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS  
 
24-0434 TEFRA HEARING – LAKE NORMAN CHARTER SCHOOL 
 
Background:  As more fully explained in the attached Resolution Lake Norman Charter School, Inc. 
(the “School”) has requested that the Public Finance Authority, a public authority existing under the 
laws of the State of Wisconsin (the “Authority”), issue its Educational Facilities Revenue Bonds (Lake 
Norman Charter School), in one or more series (the “Bonds”), in an aggregate principal amount not 
to exceed $27,000,000 for the following purposes: 
 

(1) finance and refinance the acquisition, construction and equipping of certain elementary   
school facilities on the elementary school campus (the “Project”); 

(2) fund a debt service reserve fund for the Bonds; and  

(3) pay certain expenses incurred in connection with the authorization and issuance of the 
Bonds. 
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Motion was made by Commissioner Leake, seconded by Commissioner Powell, and unanimously 
carried, to open a TEFRA Public Hearing to receive comments on the proposed financing by Lake 
Norman Charter School. 
 
There were no speakers for the public hearing. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Leake, seconded by Commissioner Meier, and unanimously 
carried, to close the Public Hearing and adopt a Resolution entitled Resolution of the Board of 
Commissioners of Mecklenburg County, North Carolina approving the issuance of the Educational 
Facilities Revenue Bonds in an aggregate principal amount not to exceed $27,000,000 to be issued 
by the Public Finance Authority for the benefit of Lake Norman Charter School. 
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Resolution recorded in full in Ordinance Book 53, Document #1. 

 
24-0435 TEFRA HEARING – PHOENIX MONTESSORI ACADEMY 
 
Background:  As more fully explained in the attached Resolution the Public Finance Authority (the 
"Authority") has been requested to issue the Bonds and to lend the proceeds from the sale thereof 
to Phoenix Montessori Academy,  a North Carolina nonprofit corporation and designated as an 
organizations described in Section 501 (c)(3) of the Internal Revenue code of 1986, as amended (the 
"Code")  in an aggregated principal amount not to exceed $25,000,000 for the following purpose: 

(1) For the sole purpose of qualifying the interest on the Bonds for exclusion from the gross income of 
the owners thereof for federal income tax purposes pursuant to the applicable provisions of the Code, 
the Board hereby approves the plan of finance that includes the issuance of the Bonds, in one or more 
series or issuances, in a maximum stated principal amount not to exceed $25,000,000, by the Authority 
for the purpose of providing funds to finance the Project, provided that in no event shall Mecklenburg 
County, the State of North Carolina or any political subdivision thereof be liable for such Bonds nor 
shall the Bonds constitute a debt of Mecklenburg County, the State of North Carolina or any political 
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subdivision thereof. It is the purpose and intent of the Board that this resolution constitutes approval of 
the issuance of the Bonds by the applicable elected representative of the Project Jurisdiction for the 
Project, which is the governmental unit having jurisdiction over the area in which the Project is 
located, in accordance with Section 147(f) of the Code and Section 66.0304(11)(a) of the Wisconsin 
Statutes and Section 4 of the Joint Exercise Agreement. 

Motion was made by Commissioner Leake, seconded by Commissioner Powell, and unanimously 
carried, to open a TEFRA Public Hearing to receive comments on the proposed financing by 
Phoenix Montessori Academy. 
 
There were no speakers for the public hearing. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Leake, seconded by Commissioner Powell, and unanimously 
carried, to close the Public Hearing and adopt a Resolution entitled Resolution of the Board of 
Commissioners of Mecklenburg County, North Carolina Approving the Issuance of Bonds in a 
Maximum Stated Principal Amount of $25,000,000 to be Issued by the Public Finance Authority for 
the Benefit of Phoenix Montessori Academy. 
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Resolution recorded in full in Ordinance Book 53, Document #2. 

 

ADVISORY COMMITTEE REPORTS  
 
24-0430 AIR QUALITY COMMISSION – ANNUAL REPORT 
 
Background:  The Board's Appointment Policy states all Committees must report at least annually to 
the Board of County Commissioners on their activities. Reports can be submitted to the Clerk to the 
Board for distribution to the Board in writing or for formal presentation at a Regular Board Meeting. 

  
The Board received an Annual Report of the Air Quality Commission from Leslie Rhodes, Air Quality 
Commission Director, and Peter McGrath, Air Quality Commission Chair  
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COMMENTS 
 
Commissioner Rodriguez-McDowell thanked the team for all their work. 
 
Commissioner Powell thanked them for their services and asked how they could avoid ending up in 
non-compliance starting the following day. Mr. McGrath said it was a difficult question because he 
didn’t know if they had a complete understanding of the sources of PM 2.5.  He said there were 
different sources that weren’t PM 2.5. Ms. Rhodes said, before 2026, the sources in Mecklenburg 
County that they needed to be most concerned about were mobile sources like cars and trucks, etc., 
which contributed to both the ozone and particulate matter.  She said that was the opportunity to 
reduce pollution.  
 
Commissioner Powell said she felt important things didn’t get the publicity they deserved, and it 
seemed that governments throughout the nation did not often focus on air quality. She said she 
was proud of Mecklenburg County for being focused on it and making it a priority.  
 
Vice-Chair Jerrell thanked the presenters and the committee.  He said this presentation gave the 
Board the opportunity to lift environmental justice.  He said he wanted residents in the external 
public to understand that it wasn’t just an exercise in trying to check a box.  Mr. McGrath said he 
had pretty good evidence that the air quality across the County was uniformly good.  He said 
people's understanding of how air quality affected them was not uniformly good.  He said their goal 
was to go into areas that had been underserved and make sure they understood how air quality 
affected them and that they knew how to figure out what the air quality index was and what it 
meant if they needed to change some aspects of their daily plans to take that into account. 
 
Ms. Rhodes said they were at their monthly meeting, and prepared monthly business reports for the 
advisory board and one of the things they shared was what outreach events they had been to.  She 
said they went to UNCC and was asked when the last time they were at JCSU, which they realized 
they had not been there recently and said JCSU had not invited them to come whereas UNCC invited 
them.  She said the advisory board member pointed out that they possibly didn’t know their services 
were available to them, and that was a light bulb for the team to say they had to proactively 
promote and make services available to everyone in the community.   
 
Commissioner Meier thanked the team for their work.  She said she hoped the press would get this 
and put it on the front page. She said she read that different parts of the County had worse air 
quality than others. Ms. Rhodes said all the regulatory monitors showed compliance with the 
national ambient air quality standards but there could be hotspot pollutants in different parts. She 
said they didn’t have evidence that there were pockets where the air quality was poor. Mr. McGrath 
said a study was being done on heat islands where it may be hotter in some areas than others, 
which may affect the air quality.  
 
Commissioner Leake asked for more discussion regarding the junkyards that settled in District 2.  
She asked what they were doing with the area of schools that were impacted with children out of 
school because of air quality. She said she was hoping they would do a better job of correcting 
where it was needed the most. 
 
Chair Dunlap said the community continued to grow, which suggested to him that the Carbon 
footprint increased.  He asked, how it would continue to comply as the County continued to grow.  
Leslie Rhodes said one of our major reasons, despite growth, was that cars were cleaner, and the 
reduction of coal use and improvements.  She said the good news was that many of the activities 
they did locally to support improvements in ozone and particulate matter had the co-benefit of also 
reducing carbon emissions.   
 
24-0046 CLOSED SESSION  



Meeting Minutes 

August 07, 2024 

23 

 

 
Motion was made by Commissioner Leake, seconded by Commissioner Jerrell, and unanimously 
carried to authorize the County Manager to negotiate and execute all documents necessary for the 
acquisition of tax parcels 095-093-20, 095-102-24, and 095-102-25 (+/- 1.6 acres) from Central 
Plaza LLC., for a purchase price of One million four hundred thousand dollars ($1,400,000) for 
construction of a portion of Briar Creek Greenway. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Leake, seconded by Commissioner Cotham, and unanimously 
carried to authorize the County Manager to negotiate and execute all documents necessary for the 
acquisition of tax parcels 221-011-03, (+/- 53.84 acres) and tax parcels 221-011-01 (+/- 2.4 acres) 
from Scofield Miller Properties, LLC., and Mariann Miller Raugh, trustees of the James Plummer 
Raugh Jr., Revocable Trust for a purchase price of $2,800,000 for Park and Recreation purposes. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Leake, seconded by Commissioner Altman, and unanimously 
carried to authorize the County Manager to negotiate and execute all documents necessary for the 
acquisition of tax parcels 185-111-18, (+/- .457 acres) from Severn Fish LLC., for a purchase price of 
$15.45 per square foot for a total of $307,500 for Park and Recreation purposes.  
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Rodriguez-McDowell, seconded by Commissioner Powell, 
and unanimously carried to authorize the County Manager to negotiate and execute all documents 
necessary for the acquisition of tax parcels 201-473-01, (+/- 8.398 acres) from Emerald Acres LLC., 
Emerald Green Partners LLC., and Tubbercurry Real Estate Ventures LLC., for a purchase price of 
$4,386,000 for Park and Recreation purposes. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Leake, seconded by Commissioner Jerrell, and unanimously 
carried to authorize the County Manager to negotiate and execute all documents necessary for the 
acquisition of tax parcels 099-041-25, (+/- 3.49 acres), and 099-041-61, (+/- 0.236 acres) from the 
Plaza Townhomes LLC., for a purchase price of $2,000,000 for Park and Recreation purposes. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Rodriguez-McDowell, seconded by Commissioner Altman, 
and unanimously carried to authorize the County Manager to negotiate and execute all documents 
necessary for the acquisition of tax parcels 203-031-21, (+/- 14.120 acres) from Faison-Arrowood 
Properties, LTD., for a purchase price of $2,410,000 for Park and Recreation purposes. 
 
 
MANAGER’S REPORT 
 
County Manager Diorio introduced Lissette Nimmons, the new Intergovernmental Affairs 
Manager.   
 
24-0437 BROOKLYN VILLAGE REDEVELOPMENT UPDATE 
 
Background:  The Brooklyn Village Master Redevelopment Agreement between the County and BK 
Partners, LLC governs the phased disposition of County-owned property in the Second Ward 
neighborhood of Uptown Charlotte.  Phase I of the property (the former Walton Plaza building and 
grounds) was conveyed to BK Partners in July 2023.  In a letter to the County dated May 15, 2024, 
BK Partners informed the County of its progress to date which includes: 
 
1) Completion of demolishing the former Bob Walton Plaza building 
2) Removal of asphalt, curbs, and lights from the grounds of the property 
3) Mass of the property 
4) Construction of detention ponds 
5) Construction of underground storm water vaults and sanitary sewer 
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In addition to reporting on the above activities, BK Partners informed the County that, despite using 
commercially reasonable efforts to move forward with the project, they are delaying the start of 
construction on the Multi-Family Vertical Improvements at this time due to unfavorable market 
conditions.  A representative of BK Partners will give a more in-depth presentation regarding the 
company's decision to delay the start of construction. 
 
The Board received as information an update on the Brooklyn Village Master Redevelopment 
Agreement. 
 
Jacqueline McNeil, Real Estate Management Director, gave the presentation along with Donahue 
Peebles, Executive Vice President of The Peebles Corporation, who gave an in-depth overview of 
the Brooklyn Village Redevelopment Project challenges that they are facing.  
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Comments 
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Commissioner Leake thanked Mr. Peebles for being there and asked when Brooklyn Village would 
be completed. She asked if they still had a contract to complete the work and said the community 
would like to know. County Manager Diorio said they intended to continue the work and 
construction was due to begin in June 2026. She said the entire project was anticipated to have a 
10-year build-out.   
 
Mr. Peebles said, though the project was awarded to them in 2016, they were not able to 
appropriately begin development activities until it was clear as to who owned the site as well as 
had the City and Spectrum, who had rights that encumbered the site and prevented it from being 
sold to them, were resolved.  He said, from October of 2016 until January of 2021, those title 
issues were not resolved but once those issues were resolved, they immediately began designing 
and entitling the site.  He said it took them two years to get their land development permits and 
when they had them, despite a global pandemic that seized the Capital Markets, they closed and 
acquired the land followed by immediately beginning the horizontal improvements.  He said the 
economy was incredibly challenged at the time with unemployment rising and the stock market 
falling, but they were doing everything they could to begin developing those assets. 
 
Commissioner Meier said she did not agree with everything that Mr. Peebles said about the 
economy, though she knew there had been some tough times, she didn’t think it was as bad as he 
made it seem. She said they voted on the Medical Center previously and it was practically done 
and there were apartments going up everywhere.  
 
Chair Dunlap said he didn’t think they could compare what Atrium Health did to any organization 
in the world. He said they were sitting on billions and billions of dollars and could pay cash for 
buildings. He said this was a developer and they didn’t necessarily have that kind of cash flow. He 
said they heard in the presentation that the cost of borrowing money had increased, not just for 
the developer but for any of them who wanted to borrow money.  
 
Chair Dunlap asked that the Board consider the fact that it wasn’t until 2023 that all the 
documents were signed and in order so they could move forward.   He said they immediately did a 
bunch of work underground that could not be seen.  He said they were given a figure of what it 
would cost. He said they should not overlook the fact that everywhere they went, there were 
apartment buildings under construction but at some point, somebody was going to have some 
problems renting. He said manager stated they were moving forward, had an expected start date, 
and that the project was initially going to be a 10-year project from the beginning.  
 
Commissioner Leake said they didn’t get any reports unless someone brought it up. 
 
Chair Dunlap said every time the County had to go to the City with documents, they discussed it. 
 
Commissioner Leake asked if it was discussed with the Board. Chair Dunlap said it was and they 
voted on it. 
 
Commissioner Leake said she was going to ask the Clerk for the minutes of the meetings.  
 
Chair Dunlap said it could not have happened had they not voted on it. 
 
Commissioner Cotham said she was there and was the only one who voted no four times. She said 
she didn’t agree with what the group said and remembered it was going to be several years for it 
to be completed.  She asked the County Manager if anything was going to happen soon because so 
many people were asking her about it. She said the communication had been poor and the 
affordability was one of the reasons she voted no because Mr. Peebles said 60% AMI, and their 
biggest need was under 30% AMI, and it was very few apartments.  
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Commissioner Cotham said they were last in the country on urban parks and to lose Marshall Park 
was another reason she was against it. She said the whole process and design back then looked 
different than at their current time.  She said she attended all the community meetings about it, 
and she was not surprised it was taking so long. 
 
Chair Dunlap asked for minutes regarding the Brooklyn Village. He said the new Board members 
and the pre-existing Board members had to vote to follow through with it.  
 
Commissioner Powell said she was present during the initial vote on June 15, 2016. She said she 
was against it from the moment she learned about it and attended every community meeting. She 
said a significant part of the community was outraged about how long it was taking and led to the 
request for an update. She asked what would happen if they didn’t break ground by 2026. County 
Attorney Wade said they would have to look at the terms of the agreement to decide what their 
next steps could be.  
 
Commissioner Powell said there needed to be clarity on it because she did not know how long it 
could continue before a bad idea became exponentially bad. 
 
Vice-Chair Jerrell said the issue from 2016-2021 had to do with ownership and there was an 
oversupply impacting the bottom line.   Mr. Peebles said the number of new apartments was 
outstripping the number of new renters, and consequently, renters were down, vacancies were up, 
and landlords were struggling to find tenants. 
 
Commissioner Jerrell said, in 2016, the market conditions were completely different.  Mr. Peebles 
said, in 2016, they weren’t entirely clear as to the nature and pervasiveness of the title issues that 
were mentioned. He said they knew they had existed and would require intergovernmental 
cooperation between the County and the City. He said they did not anticipate intergovernmental 
cooperation taking five years.  
 
Commissioner Jerrell said, if it was not something Mr. Peebles could do, they should consider other 
options because he was not comfortable telling the community he didn’t know what was going to 
happen in 2026. He said it seemed more of a hope and a prayer, not reality. Mr. Peebles said 
commercial offices no longer worked. He said they had seen where rents became stagnant and 
there was a pipeline of over 1,000 affordable housing units. 
 
Commissioner Rodriguez-McDowell asked what the options were for changing the whole plan if 
the mix wasn’t right and when they should start talking about a new plan. She said she didn’t see 
how the broken promises helped the community.   
 
Chair Dunlap cautioned the Board from rash decisions considering the existence of legal 
documents. He suggested to consult with the County Attorney to determine the best steps going 
forward.  He said it may or may not be in their best interest to change the terms.   
 
Chair Dunlap suggested the Board consider looking into the conditions of commercial space in 
Uptown. He said just a few weeks prior, there was a report produced that showed a lot of the 
Uptown commercial spaces were vacant and some of them were so vacant they were trying to 
convert them into housing units, however, because the buildings were initially made for 
commercial use, they were finding it difficult to make that conversion. He suggested their attorney 
look at the documents and ask the manager if they could have a group talk to the Board about 
Uptown commercial space. 
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24-0453 ARTS AND SCIENCE COUNCIL (ASC) CONTRACT FOR FY25 
 
The Board approved the Fiscal Year 2025 contract between Mecklenburg County and the Arts 
and Science Council. 
 
County Manager Diorio gave the presentation. 
 
Background:  The FY25 adopted budget includes $9,035,000 for the Arts and Science Council. This 
represents an increase of $5,500,000 over FY24. The increased funding will support grants to arts 
organizations located outside of the City of Charlotte, grants to support existing arts education 
programs and funding for venue assistance for arts organizations. In addition, the County 
Commission will appoint 7 members to the 17-member board of directors. The remaining funding 
will support a series of programs including Culture Blocks, cultural vision grants, fellowships, 
technical assistance, and business operating support.  
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Comments 
 
Chair Dunlap asked clarifying questions regarding the grant committees and its members of which 
were answered by County Manager Diorio.  
 
County Manager Diorio said the next step would be to appoint board members. She said after 
speaking with a few people, it seemed they would like to have an interview process for the 
appointment of their board members, but they needed to decide what it looked like because they 
needed to get started so they could get the board assembled and start doing their work. 
 
Chair Dunlap said a personal interview was not the only way to interview a candidate.  He said they 
could pursue other routes, such as a written interview, having them answer questions, etc. but 
whatever they chose, they should stick to it.  
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Commissioner Rodriguez McDowell asked what the City Council was planning to do.  County 
Manager Diorio said she didn’t know and wasn’t sure if they had taken it up yet, but she would find 
out. 
 
Commissioner Altman said she heard there was a perception about board interference with artistic 
decision-making and it was an area where they would want more distance, so it wasn’t perceived 
as controlling artistic content.   
 
Commissioner Altman said there were more staff in attendance than members of the community 
at the West Boulevard Library for a Culture Blocks event. She said they needed to rethink how they 
advertised or what time of day they chose.  
 
Commissioner Powell said she saw how much money was spent on the Culture Block event and 
agreed the turnout was not good. She said she would like to see not just a commitment to Title 1 
but also some commitment to therapeutic arts for children with special needs. She said they had a 
lot of need that couldn’t be met in all the programs that they did for Park and Recreation.  
 
Commissioner Meier asked why there was a difference in the Towns and why the northern towns 
got 60%.  County Manager Diorio said it was based on population and requested by Mayor 
Washam.  
 
Commissioner Rodriguez-McDowell said the County focused on equity and asked how that was 
equitable if the population was higher, but the median income was also higher. She said equity 
wasn’t just about the population. She asked if all those towns gave to the ASC. County Manager 
Diorio said she didn’t know if they did but she would find out.  
 
Commissioner Rodriguez-McDowell said they gave a lot of capital money to the Cain Arts Center, 
but there wasn’t an equitable amount of investment in the South.  She said there was more to look 
at than just the population, and she was uncomfortable with the language.  
 
Commissioner Leake said she was advocating for music in the high schools and middle schools they 
took out. 
 
County Manager Diorio said they couldn’t move forward until they had a contract.  
 
Commissioner Leake said she hoped something could be instituted in the process, especially in 
District 2. 
 
Commissioner Rodriguez-McDowell said she would caution against looking for people with 
financial expertise because there would be other people of high caliber.  She said she was not 
comfortable voting on it with the 60% on it. She asked if they could change it immediately or 
discuss it further. 
 
Commissioner Altman made the motion, seconded by Commissioner Meier, to approve the 
contract as drafted but pull-out the section of provision A-2 1(h) that states “. . .Up to 60% of the 
funds may be allocated to organizations located in Northern Mecklenburg County. The awards will 
be based on the quality and impact of the programming” for later action and add language 
regarding therapeutic arts.  
 
Commissioner Altman said if Matthews was contributing and other towns were not, that would be 
relevant.   She said a per capita allocation made sense.  She said the Towns had a legitimate 
concern that they wouldn’t get a fair share.   
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Chair Dunlap said population was not a fair way of looking at equity.  He said there were some 
parts of the community that could afford things that others could not.  He said if they already had 
the most money and most afford it, it wasn’t equitable to those who couldn’t afford it.  He said 
they needed more time to work on that. 
 
Vice-Chair Jerrell supported the motion and said it was important to point out the responsiveness 
the document included.   
 
Vice-Chair talked about equity and how it would help organizations. 
 
Vice-Chair Jerrell said the people who would sit on this committee were the very people who 
needed the grants. He said they had to have people in the community who needed the grants but 
who could also apply a lens reflective of the Board. He said they did not have a mechanism that 
had those people who had a similar lens as the Board. 
 
The motion was carried 6-2 with Commissioners Altman, Cotham, Dunlap, Jerrell, Meier, and 
Rodriguez-McDowell voting yes and Commissioners Leake and Powell voting no to approve the 
contract as drafted but pull-out provision A-2 1(h) “. . .Up to 60% of the funds may be allocated to 
organizations located in Northern Mecklenburg County.” The awards will be based on the quality 
and impact of the programming” for later action and add language regarding therapeutic arts.  
 
 
DEPARTMENTAL DIRECTORS’ MONTHLY REPORTS – NONE 
 
 
STAFF REPORTS & REQUESTS - NONE 
 
 
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS REPORTS & REQUESTS  
 
 

24-0400 MECKLENBURG BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONER’S POLICIES 
 

The Board received information for possible action regarding Board policies. 

Background:   
Action 1: Chair requested the listed three policies, agenda procedures, proclamation policy and 
advisory board appointment, be added to the agenda for discussion and reaffirmation/or revision as 
deemed appropriate. 
Action 2: The listed six policies were recommended for revisions for various reasons including 
technical revisions, clarification of wording or to be align with statutory language. 
Action 3: The listed three policies are no longer applicable, are dated, or superfluous in light of 
current practice. These were recommended for repeal.  

Motion made by Commissioner Altman, seconded by Commissioner Jerrell, and unanimously 
carried to amend Section #6 of the Agenda Procedures policy to state “the Board members in 
attendance at the time of the vote must vote unanimously.” 

Motion made by Commissioner Rodriguez-McDowell, seconded by Vice-Chair Jerrell, and 
unanimously carried, to change language in the Agenda Procedures policy to “his or her”. 

 

Motion made by Vice-Chair Jerrell, seconded by Commissioner Meier, and unanimously carried, to 

adopt the Agenda Procedures policy as amended. 

The Proclamations Policy remained unchanged. 
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Motion was made by Commissioner Powell , seconded by Commissioner Rodriguez-McDowell, and 
carried unanimously to amend the Appointment Policy section 5D to state “. . . Any board member 
missing three consecutive regularly schedule meetings shall be removed immediately upon notice of 
attendance failure” and Section 6.A. to state “Any board member removed for failing to meet the 
attendance requirement shall remain ineligible for reappointment for a period of one year after 
removal., unless sooner approved for reappointment by the Board after appearing and offering a 
satisfactory explanation justifying reconsideration”.  

Motion made by Commissioner Powell, seconded by Rodriguez-McDowell, and unanimously caried 
to adopt the Appointments Policy as amended. 

Motion made by Commissioner Altman, seconded by Commissioner Meier, and unanimously 

carried, to approve revisions to the following Policies:   

a. Abstaining from Voting 

c. Policy and Procedures for Public Policy Workshop Meetings 

e. Request for Legal Services from County Attorney/Commissioner's Self-Policing 

f. Sound Recording of Closed Sessions and Disclosure of Sound Recordings and 

Minutes of Closed Session 

Commissioner Powell spoke the Authorization to Grant Easements and Rights of Way Policy.  she 
said the Board needed to be aware of what was happening.  She said with the rapid growth in the 
region, these easements became bigger problems.   
 
Commissioner Powell made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Meier a motion to postpone the 
action for Authorization to Grant Easements and Rights of Way Policy. 
  
Chair Dunlap said there was no need for a motion to look at revising the policy, that it could just be 
looked at for revision the brought back. 
 
Attorney Wade said the policy was already in place.  He said specific motion for that policy was to 
change “his” to “county manager’s”. 
 
Motion made by Commissioner Meier, seconded by Commissioner Rodriguez-McDowell, and 
carried unanimously to approve revisions to change “his” to “county manager’s” in the 
Authorization to Grant Easements and Rights of Way Policy. 
 
Commissioner Altman asked that going forward we would use Chairperson or Chair instead of 
Chairman. 

Motion was made by Commissioner Altman seconded by Meier, and unanimously carried to adopt 

the following policies as amended:   

a.   Abstaining from Voting 

c. Policy and Procedures for Public Policy Workshop Meetings 

e. Request for Legal Services from County Attorney/Commissioner's Self-Policing 

f. Sound Recording of Closed Sessions and Disclosure of Sound Recordings and 

Minutes of Closed Session 

Motion was made by Commissioner Altman, seconded by Commissioner Meier, and unanimously 
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carried to repeal the Televised Meetings Policy, the Chore Service Waiting Lists, Joint Meetings 
with City Council Policy, and Outside Meetings List.   

 
The Mecklenburg Board of County Commissioners Policies are on file with the Clerk’s Office. 

 
 

CONSENT ITEMS 
 

Motion was made by Commissioner Jerrell, seconded by Commissioner Altman, and unanimously 
carried, to approve the following item(s): 
 

 
24-0417 BUDGET AMENDMENT – REGISTER OF DEEDS AUTOMATION ENHANCEMENT AND 

PRESERVATION SPECIAL REVENUE FUND 
 

Amend the Register of Deeds Automation Enhancement and Preservation Special Revenue Fund 
(8528) to recognize and appropriate $600,000 in fee revenue for automation and 
Enhancements. 
 
Background:  This fund was established pursuant to NCGS §161-11.3, effective January 2, 2002, to 
provide new automation and/or preservation of the historical record collection at the Register of 
Deeds Office by setting aside 10% of all fees collected by the Register of Deeds and Vital Records 
offices. By this action, the Board will recognize, and appropriate revenue held in this fund for 
ongoing software and maintenance fees for the land records software and database at the Register 
of Deeds and Vital Records Offices, and to be used to provide for preservation and enhancements of 
the Register of Deeds' Historical Record Collection. 
 
 
24-0418 REQUEST FOR PUBLIC HEARING – FACILITY RENAMING APPLICATION – JOSHUA 

MURRAY BOATING AND SAFETY CENTER 
 
Acknowledge receipt of application submitted by Chief David Baucom to name the office area at 
Blythe Landing, 15901 Highway 73, Huntersville, NC 28078, to the Joshua Murray Boating and 
Safety Center.  
 
Schedule a public hearing for Wednesday, September 4, 2024, at 6:30 pm to receive public 
comment on the proposed naming of the Park and Recreation office area at Blythe Landing in 
honor of Joshua Murray and direct the Clerk to the Board to publish the notice of public hearing as 
required. 
 
Background:  Park and Recreation has received a Facility Naming Request from Chief David Baucom 
with the Cornelius Police Department. Park and Recreation has a small office at Blythe Landing, and 
Chief Baucom would like to name the office area for Joshua Murray (Naming Request, application 
and Petition Signatures attached.) The office would be named the Joshua Murray Boating and 
Safety Center. Joshua was a Cornelius Police Officer with the Lake Patrol Unit, until his off-duty 
medical event on 12/29/2021.  
 
As outlined in the Park and Recreation Public Areas and Facility Naming Policy, the Park and 
Recreation Commission conducted two of the required three public hearings, which were held on 
Wednesday, May 22, 2024, and Wednesday, June 12, 2024. The Commission also endorsed 
advancing the renaming application to the Board of County Commissioners. This request fulfills the 
scheduling of the third public hearing per guidelines. 
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24-0422 MINUTES 
 
Approve the following Meeting Minutes: 
 
 January 25-27, 2023, BOCC Annual Retreat 
 March 4, 2023, BOCC/CMS Joint Meeting 
 April 2, 2024, Regular Meeting 
 May 16, 2024, County Manager's FY25 Recommended Budget 
 
 
24-0427 STORM WATER PROGRAM – FY25 HAZARD MITIGATION FLOODPLAIN 

ACQUISITION 
 
Accept the Offer of Sale of Real Estate from SPENCER SETH, owner of property located at 4521 

Wentworth Place, Charlotte, NC (tax parcel 171-042-23), for $500,000 under the hazard flood 

mitigation program, and authorize the Manager to execute all paperwork necessary to complete 

the transaction. 

Authorize use of structures for training exercises by local emergency response agencies. 

Background:  Since late 1999, Mecklenburg County has used storm water fee revenue to mitigate 
flood prone property.  Buyouts reduce the risk to life and property during floods, while also 
enhancing the natural and beneficial functions of the floodplain.  Mecklenburg County uses the land 
as open space, to expand greenways, to construct wetlands, etc. 
 
Storm Water Services (STW) has acquired and demolished over a dozen flood-prone single-family 
residences along Little Hope Creek and Little Hope Creek Tributary in the Madison Park 
neighborhood.  STW desires to continue these risk reduction efforts while coordinating future open 
space plans with Park & Recreation and others for the area. 
 
The buyout is voluntarily. The property at 4512 Wentworth Place is a single-family home located 
within the FEMA and Community Floodway. The owner has agreed to sell the property for $500,000. 
The purchase price is based upon a current fair market value appraisal.  
 
This action is consistent with goals in the Environmental Leadership Action Plan which supports the 
Environmental Leadership Policy adopted by the Board of County Commissioners (BOCC).  These 
acquisitions are part of Storm Water’s 15-year CIP risk reduction goals and consistent with 
recommendations in the Flood Risk Assessment and Risk Reduction Plan (RARR), adopted by the 
BOCC on May 1, 2012. 
 
STW staff allows training opportunities for local police and fire personnel prior to demolition of 
flood prone buildings.  In addition, STW staff has established a process with Habitat for Humanity of 
Charlotte to maximize the responsible reuse of materials prior to structure demolition while 
protecting the health of the community.  
 
 
24-0436 TAX REFUNDS 
 
Approve refunds in the amount of $5,651.75 for registered motor vehicles as statutorily required 
to be paid as requested by the County Assessor; and  
 
Approve refunds in the amount of $20,384.08 as statutorily required to be paid as requested by 
the County Assessor. 
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Background:   This Board action is necessary to approve registered motor vehicle tax refunds 
resulting from clerical errors, value changes and appeals processed in the statewide vehicle tax 
system. 
  
This Board action is necessary to approve tax refunds resulting from clerical errors, audits, and 

other amendments, including revaluation appeals. There is accrued interest of $410.71 to be added 

to refunds of $5,664.90. There is no accrued interest to be added to the refunds of $14,308.47. The 

total refunds with interest added is $20,384.08. 

 
 
24-0438 TAX COLLECTOR’S ANNUAL SETTLEMENT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2025 

(TAX YEAR 2024) 
 
Enter into the record the Tax Collector's Annual Settlement for Fiscal year 2025 (Tax Year 2024). 
 
Background:  The Tax Collector’s Settlement is submitted to the Board of County Commissioners in 
accordance with North Carolina General Statute 105-373(3).  The Settlement is to be entered into 
the records of the Board of County Commissioners as directed by statute. 
 
 
24-0440 ORDER OF COLLECTION – 2024 AD VALOREM TAXES 
 
Authorize the Tax Collector to collect 2024 ad valorem taxes. 
 
Background:  Requirement of North Carolina General Statute (NCGS) 105-321(b) which states: 
“Before delivering the tax receipts to the tax collector in any year, the board of county 
commissioners or municipal governing body shall adopt and enter in its minutes an order directing 
the tax collector to collect the taxes charged in the tax records and receipts.  A copy of this order 
shall be delivered to the tax collector at the time the tax receipts are delivered to him, but the 
failure to do so, shall not affect the tax collector’s rights and duties to employ the means of 
collecting taxes provided by this subchapter.  The order of collection shall have the force and effect 
of a judgment and execution against the taxpayers’ real and personal property.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Meeting Minutes 

August 07, 2024 

62 

 

 
 

The Order of Collection – 2024 Ad Valorem Taxes is recorded in full in Ordinance Book 53, 
Document #8. 
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24-0444 VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS (“VAPA”) CENTER LEASE – FIRST AMENDMENT 
 
Authorize the County Manager to negotiate and execute a first amendment to the Lease between 
the County and VAPA Center for a 5-year lease extension and Building Improvement Allowance of 
up to $1,741,000.  
 
Background:  On July 7, 2021, the Board authorized the County Manager to negotiate and execute a 
lease of the Hal Marshall Center located at 700 N. Tryon Street, with the McColl Center for Art + 
Innovation and/or its Assignee.  The lease rate was $1/year.  The McColl Center, a non-profit arts 
organization, formed an agreement with the VAPA Center, LLC (i.e., Visual and Performing Arts 
Center) to operate the facility and manage subtenants and users of the facility.  VAPA Center had 
applied for status as a nonprofit arts organization.  Upon VAPA’s attainment of nonprofit status and 
the County’s subsequent approval, the McColl Center assigned the lease to the VAPA Center on 
October 17, 2022.  
 
The original lease term included an initial base term of 3 years (expiring on September 9, 2024) with 
automatic extensions up to two additional years, if not sooner terminated.  The VAPA Center is 
seeking a more permanent lease arrangement and has requested a 5-year extension beyond the 
initial base term in lieu of the original automatic up to 2 additional year extensions. 
 
The VAPA Center offers live entertainment, galleries, theater space, performer practice space, 
meeting space, and art studios.  However, due to the previous use of the building as office 
occupancy, certain spaces in the building do not meet building code for VAPA’s desired use as an 
Assembly occupancy. Consequently, the VAPA Center hired an architectural firm with engineering 
consultants to determine the HVAC and other requirements needed to meet building codes for an 
Assembly occupancy.  The design and construction of the recommended improvements are 
estimated to cost $1,741,000.  In the FY25 County budget, the County Manager included the 
requested funding for the improvements. 

The major business terms of the first amendment to the lease agreement are as follows: 

 
Renewal option:  One 5-year renewal term (expires on Sept. 9, 2029) instead of the original 
automatic extensions up to 2 additional years. 
 
Tenant Improvement Allowance:  Up to $1,741,000 for the design and construction of building 
improvements to convert the building to an Assembly occupancy.  Such allowance shall be disbursed 
to the Tenant based on actual costs demonstrated with appropriate documentation provided by the 
Tenant and approved by the County. 
 
All other terms and conditions of the original lease shall remain in full force and effect.  
 
 

T H I S   C O N C L U D E D   I T E M S   A P P R O V E D   B Y   C O N S E N T 
 ____________________ 
 
 
24-0448  PULLED CONSENT ITEMS 
 
Commissioners may remove agenda items from the Consent Agenda for a separate vote, to bring 
public awareness or to make comments. The following items were pulled and voted upon 
separately: 
 
24-0380 CONSTRUCTION CONTACT – HISTORIC COURTHOUSE ROOF REPLACEMENT 
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Motion was made by Commissioner Leake, seconded by Commissioner Powell, and unanimously 
carried to award a construction contract to Interstate Roofing Company Inc. in the amount of 
$839,800.00.  
 
Background:  The existing roofing system at the Historic Courthouse (700 E. Trade St.) has reached 
the end of its life cycle and needs to be replaced. This project is to install a new roof system in 
accordance with Mecklenburg County standard requirements. The new roofing system will include 
all new flashing and required accessories for a watertight roofing assembly with a twenty-five (25) 
year manufacturer’s warranty. 
 
This item was pulled by Commissioner Leake for clarity and/or public awareness. 
 
 
24-0406 BUDGET AMENDMENT – DEPARTMENT OF CHILD, FAMILY AND ADULT 

SERVICES 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Leake, seconded by Commissioner Meier, and 
unanimously carried to recognize, receive, and appropriate an increase in Adoption Promotion 
funding in the amount of $217,483 to the General Grants Fund (G001) within the Department 
of Child, Family and Adult Services; and adopt a grant project ordinance for the Adoption 
Promotion Program in the General Grant Fund (G001). 
  
Background:  The North Carolina Division of Social Services has provided additional funding in the 
amount of $217,483 for the Adoption Promotion Fund to Mecklenburg County Youth and Family 
Services Division of the Department of Child, Family and Adult Services. No local match is required 
as a condition for receipt of these funds. The purpose of the funds is to enhance and expand 
adoption services, to secure permanent homes for hard-to-place children, and to promote 
public/private partnerships. Allowable uses for these funds include Adoption Services, Adoption 
Recruitment, Assessment and Training of Adoptive Parents and Post Adoption Case Management. 
The funds cannot be used to supplement the salaries of current county employees. 
 
This item was pulled by Commissioner Leake for clarity and/or public awareness. 
 



Meeting Minutes 

August 07, 2024 

65 

 

 
Ordinance recorded in full in Ordinance Book 53, Document #3. 
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24-0419 GRANT APPLICATION – FAMILY VIOLENCE PREVENTION SERVICES ACT (FVPSA) 

AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN (ARP) SUPPLEMENTAL FUNDS 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Leake, seconded by Commissioner Jerrell, and unanimously 
carried to affirm the submission of a grant application for up to $43,000 in the General Grant Fund 
(G001) for the grant period of July 1, 2024, through June 30, 2025, to the North Carolina Council 
for Women and Youth Involvement Office, the administrator of the North Carolina Family Violence 
Prevention Services Act (FVBSA) American Rescue Plan (ARP) grant program, to provide one-time 
homelessness prevention assistance for victims of domestic violence, family violence, or dating 
violence and their dependents. 
 
If awarded recognize, receive, and appropriate funds for the affirmed amount of up to $43,000 to 
the General Grant Fund (G001) within Community Support Services; and 
 
Adopt the required grant project ordinance for the FVBSA ARP grant in the General Grant Fund 
(G001). 
 
This item was pulled by Vice-Chair Jerrell & Commissioner Leake for clarity and/or public 
awareness. 
 
  
 

 
Grant Application recorded in full in Ordinance Book 53, Document #4. 
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24-0421 CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT – DEEP ENERGY RETROFIT OF THE JUDGE CLIFTON 

E. JOHNSON BUILDING 

 
Motion was made by Commissioner Jerrell, seconded by Commissioner Altman, and unanimously 
carried to award a construction contract to Miles-McClellan Construction Company, Inc., in the 
amount of $2,274,000 for the Deep Energy Retrofit of the Judge Clifton E. Johnson Building. 
 
Background:  This project will implement deep energy retrofit measures at the Judge Clifton E. 
Johnson Building (700 E. 4th St.), including replacement of old HVAC equipment with higher efficiency 
equipment, and retrofitting existing lighting with more efficient LED lighting. These retrofits will 
greatly improve the energy efficiency of the facility as part of the County’s effort to achieve net zero 
carbon by 2035. 
  

This item was pulled by Vice-Chair Jerrell & Commissioner Leake for clarity and/or public 
awareness. 
 
 
24-0423 DONATION FROM PARTNERS FOR PARKS FOR RENOVATION OF GRAYSON 

SKATEPARK 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Leake, seconded by Commissioner Altman, and unanimously 
carried to recognize, receive, and appropriate a donation of $25,000 to Park Capital Reserve Fund 
(9002) for renovation of Grayson Skatepark.              
 
Background:  Partners for Parks an independent nonprofit 501c3 is an advocate for promoting 
recreational amenities. Grayson Skatepark has long been a center point for skating in Charlotte. 
Park and Recreation will begin renovations to Grayson Skate Park in the coming months with 
completion in Summer 2025. The County has allocated $5,627,104 for both park and recreation 
center improvements.  Partners for Parks has elected to support the renovations by donating 
$25,000 to complete all the envisioned enhancements for the skatepark based on community input.  
 
This item was pulled by Commissioner Leake for clarity and/or public awareness. 
 
 

24-0424 TEMPORARY CONSTRUCTION EASEMENT – MCDOWELL NATURE PRESERVE 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Leake, seconded by Commissioner Altman, and unanimously 
carried to authorize the County Manager to grant a Temporary Construction Easement (+/- 
0.0017 acres) to Pulte Home Company, LLC on Mecklenburg County owned Tax Parcel 199-481-08 
(McDowell Nature Preserve) for the construction of a storm drain inlet headwall. 
 
Background:  Next to the County’s McDowell Nature Preserve, Pulte Home Company, LLC (“Pulte”) 
is developing a new townhome residential community. Pulte has requested to make storm drain 
improvements to the existing storm structure running under Shopton Road West. Construction of 
the storm sewer will require the residential developer to access a portion of Mecklenburg County 
property at McDowell Creek Nature Preserve. Pulte has requested +/- 0.0017 acres of Temporary 
Construction Easement (TCE) from the County (tax parcel 199-481-08) to complete grading activities 
associated with this work. 
 
The request has been reviewed by the Park and Recreation Department and it has been determined 
that the request will not negatively impact the park property. County will be compensated an 
appraised value of $50.00 for the TCE.   
 
This item was pulled by Commissioner Leake for clarity and/or public awareness. 
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24-0425 FY2025 HOME AND COMMUNITY CARE BLOCK GRANT (HCCBG) FUNDING 

PLAN- DEPARTMENT OF CHILD, FAMILY, AND ADULT SERVICES 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Leake, seconded by Commissioner Altman, and unanimously 
carried to approve the Department of Child, Family, and Adult Services Home and Community Care 
Block Grant (HCCBG) revised total funding plan request of $4,570,884 with a required match of 
$507,875 for fiscal year 2024-2025, to provide services for In-Home Aide Services, Transportation 
Services, Congregate Meals, Home Delivered Meals, Senior Center Operations, Adult Day Care/Day 
Health and Consumer Directed Services and to Amend the fiscal year 2024-2025 Annual Budget 
Ordinance to recognize, receive and appropriate an increase of $61,823 in federal funding from 
Centralina Council of Governments (CCOG) for the Home and Community Care Block Grant 
(HCCBG) to the General Fund (0001) in the Department of Child, Family, and Adult Services. 
 
This item was pulled by Vice-Chair Jerrell & Commissioner Leake for clarity and/or public 
awareness. 
 

 
Ordinance recorded in full in Ordinance Book 53, Document #5. 
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Ordinance recorded in full in Ordinance Book 53, Document #6. 
 
 

24-0426        ABANDONMENT OF MAINTENANCE BY NCDOT DIVISION OF HIGHWAYS FOR 
STOWE LANE 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Leake, seconded by Commissioner Altman, and unanimously 
carried to adopt resolution to approve the abandonment of maintenance by NCDOT for a portion 
of Stowe Lane. 
 
Background:  The property owner has petitioned Mecklenburg County to close its 1.27-acre portion 
of public right-of-way for Stowe Lane in an unincorporated part of the County. This portion of Stowe 
Lane is currently maintained by the North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT). 
Reportedly, the parcels will be redeveloped after the right of way is abandoned. North Carolina 
General Statute 153A-241 specifies that a county may permanently close any public road or 
easement within the county except public roads or easements for public roads under the control and 
supervision of NCDOT.  
 
NCDOT informed the petitioner on July 6, 2023, that the portion of public right-of-way for Stowe 
Lane petitioned to be closed was under their control and supervision. Currently Stowe Lane (State 
Road #2740) is in the State’s secondary system. Ms. Wendy Taylor, District Engineer for the North 
Carolina Department of Transportation, notified the petitioner that the North Carolina Board of 
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Transportation must receive a resolution from the Mecklenburg Board of County Commissioners 
supporting the abandonment of state control and supervision of the portion of Stowe Lane, as 
shown on the attached Exhibit A map.  
 
General Statute 136-63 states that the Mecklenburg Board of County Commissioners may request 
the North Carolina Board of Transportation to abandon any road in the secondary system when the 
best interest of the people will be served. Mecklenburg County Land Use and Environmental Services 
Agency has determined that in its opinion the closing of the portion of said right-of-way of Stowe 
Lane would not deprive any individual owning land in the vicinity of said right-of-way of reasonable 
ingress and egress to their property and would not be contrary to the public interest. Charlotte-
Mecklenburg Planning and the Mecklenburg County Fire Marshal’s Office reviewed the petition and 
have no objection to the abandonment of the right-of-way. Once NCDOT maintenance is 
abandoned, an action item will be submitted requesting the approval of the Board of County 
Commissioners to set a public hearing for the abandonment of the 1.27-acre portion of public right-
of-way for Stowe Lane.   
 
The Mecklenburg County Board of County Commissioners previously adopted a resolution 
abandoning Stowe Lane on January 17, 2024. See the attached copy of the signed resolution, 
however, the State Road number was incorrectly stated in the previously adopted resolution. The 
purpose of the current request for Board Action is to correct the State Road number.  
 
This item was pulled by Commissioner Leake for clarity and/or public awareness. 
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Resolution recorded in full in Ordinance Book 53, Document #7. 
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24-0432 CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT – ALBERMARLE ROAD PARK 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Leake, seconded by Commissioner Altman, and unanimously 
carried to award a construction contract to J. D. Goodrum Co., Inc. in the amount of $837,000.00. 
 
Background:  This construction contract will include renovations to the existing Albemarle Road Park 
located at 9120 W.T. Harris Boulevard. Work includes renovations to the existing park, as well as 
the addition of an extensive path system that includes a new bridge that joins two portions of the 
site.  This path system also provides connections to Albemarle Road Elementary and the intersection 
of Idlewild Road and Harris Boulevard. 
 
This item was pulled by Vice-Chair Jerrell & Commissioner Leake for clarity and/or public 
awareness. 
 
 
24-0441 GRANT APPLICATION – US EPA CLEAN AIR ACT SECTION 105 GRANT – LUESA 

AIR QUALITY 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Leake, seconded by Commissioner Altman, and unanimously 
carried to affirm submission of the FY25-26 Clean Air Act Section 105 Federal grant application for 
up to $1,210,000.00 to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 
 
If awarded, recognize, receive, and appropriate the award amount within the general grants fund.  
 
Adopt the required grant project ordinance for the US EPA Clean Air Act Section 105 grant in the 
General Grant Fund (G001). 
  
Background:  Mecklenburg County Air Quality (MCAQ) is a certified local air quality program with 
the mission to lead and assist the County towards meeting and maintaining compliance with the 
health-based National Ambient Air Quality Standards. 
 
MCAQ receives federal funds from the Clean Air Act (CAA), Section 105 grant through the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (US EPA). Grant funds are used to fund and support, in part, 
commitments to the US EPA to implement programs to improve ambient air quality. These activities 
include permitting stationary sources of hazardous air pollutants, conducting ambient air 
monitoring, conducting emission inventories, and enforcing environmental laws and regulations.  
 
MCAQ requests approval to pursue this necessary program funding. 
 
This item was pulled by Commissioner Leake for clarity and/or public awareness. 
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Ordinance recorded in full in Ordinance Book 53, Document #9. 
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24-0442 GRANT APPLICATION – CONTINUATION OF AIR AWARENESS PROGRAMMING 
IN THE CHARLOTTE REGION 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Leake, seconded by Commissioner Altman, and unanimously 
carried to approve submission of a grant application for up to $100,000 to N.C. Department of 
Environmental Quality for Air Awareness grant funding to support education and outreach 
programs in the multi-county Charlotte region. 

 

Adopt the required grant project ordinance for Air Awareness Grant in the General Grant Fund 
(G001). 

 

If awarded, recognize, receive, and appropriate the award amount to the General Grant Fund 
(G001) within the Land Use and Environmental Services Agency. 

 

Background:  Mecklenburg County Air Quality (MCAQ) is requesting approval to receive up to 
$100,000 in funding from the N.C. Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) to administer the 
“Charlotte Air Awareness” program (CAA). DEQ will reimburse 80% (up to $80,000) of the cost of 
administering the CAA program, and MCAQ will provide the 20% match from division funds.  

 

CAA is a state program that is administered by Mecklenburg County for the seven county Charlotte 
region. CAA provides education to residents, businesses, and schools across the region on topics 
including health impacts of air pollution and voluntary pollution-reduction strategies. CAA is 
administered by current MCAQ staff. No new County resources are needed. 

 

CAA work aligns with the Land Use and Environmental Services Agency (LUESA) Strategic Business 
Plan strategy to "design, implement and effectively communicate air quality improvement 
opportunities and health messages to community members, schools, businesses, etc." (LUE.3.1.A). 

Public education and outreach programs, like CAA, are encouraged by the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency as effective tools to improve air quality and protect public health. DEQ has found 
that the most effective outreach programs are performed by locally based personnel who can work 
closely with members of the local community. Therefore, DEQ has contracted with MCAQ to 
administer the local CAA program since its inception in 1997.   

 
This item was pulled by Commissioner Leake for clarity and/or public awareness. 
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Ordinance recorded in full in Ordinance Book 53, Document #10. 
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24-0443 FEDERAL TRANSIT ADMINISTRATION DRUG AND ALCOHOL POLICY 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Leake, seconded by Commissioner Altman, and unanimously 
carried to approve the updates to the Federal Transit Administration Drug and Alcohol Policy. 
 
Background:  These policy updates are due to a Department of Transportation Audit that was 
conducted in April. 
 
This item was pulled by Vice-Chair Jerrell & Commissioner Leake for clarity and/or public 
awareness. 
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The Mecklenburg County FTA Drug and Alcohol Policy is recorded in full in Ordinance Book 
53, Document #11. 

 

 

24-0445 LAND DONATION – THE UMBRELLA CENTER 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Leake, seconded by Commissioner Rodriguez-McDowell, and 
unanimously carried to authorize the County Manager to negotiate and execute all documents 
necessary for donation of Tax Parcel 133-011-50 (+/- 0.556 acres) from Safe Alliance, Inc in the City 
of Charlotte to the County for use as parking space for The Umbrella Center. 
 
Background:  The County purchased Tax Parcel 133-011-45 (+/- 2.89 acres) located at 4822 
Albemarle Road in January 2023 to be used as a Family Justice Center. The facility is referred to as 
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the "Umbrella Center." The Umbrella Center will serve as a single point of access for abuse victims 
to receive services that are trauma-informed through use of a victim-centered approach.  This 
approach includes co-locating various agencies together and having a single intake process. The 
Umbrella Center will be staffed by multiple agencies with focus areas such as domestic violence, 
sexual assault, trafficking, and child and elder abuse. 
 
Safe Alliance, who is partnering with the County on the renovation of the center, has purchased 
parcel 133-011-45 at 4830 Albemarle Road which is adjacent to the County-owned parcel.  Safe 
Alliance proposes donating the parcel at 4830 Albemarle to the County to provide additional 
parking lot spaces and design options for the center.   
 
Currently, there is a +/- 7,309 square foot vacant auto repair shop on the parcel.  That building will 
be demolished as part of the renovation of the building and grounds. The renovation project is in 
the early design stages with construction anticipated to start in early 2025. 
 
This item was pulled by Vice-Chair Jerrell & Commissioner Leake for clarity and/or public 
awareness. 
 
 
COMMISSIONER REPORTS 

 
24-0449 COMMISSIONER REPORTS 
 
Commissioners shared information of their choosing within the guidelines as established by the 
Board, which included, but not limited to, past and/or upcoming events. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Leake, seconded by Commissioner Meier, and unanimously 
carried, that there being no further business to come before the Board that the meeting be 
adjourned at 9:54. 
 
 
 

      
______________________________ ____________________________ 
Kristine M. Smith, Clerk to the Board                                             George Dunlap, Chair 


