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Citizen’s Capital Budget Advisory Committee 
Park and Recreation 

Proposed Capital Standards 
 
 

Approach 
The CCBAC met with Charlotte Mecklenburg Park and Recreation (“Park and Rec”), 
obtained a summary of its current capital approach and examined the existing 
standards utilized by other municipalities. We then developed high-level capital 
standards for the agency, shared our proposed standards with Park and Rec and 
incorporated its feedback. 

Considerations 
The CCBAC understands that Park and Rec’s long-range plan i) guides its capital 
requests and ii) incorporates input from the County, as well as feedback and priorities 
from the community. 
 
Standards 
Population Ratio 

• Parks to Population Ratio to include nature areas, preserves and greenway 
areas (excludes undeveloped open spaces) – approximately 20 acres per 1,000 
people 
-‐ Population Based:  2.8 acres 
-‐ Resource Based/Open Space:  16.0 acres 
-‐ Athletic Areas/Mini Parks:  1.6 acres 

Neighborhood Parks 
• Neighborhood Park per 3,500 – 5,000 residents within ½ mile radius 
• Size: 10 acres, reduced to 5 acres if located next to a school site where joint use 

is anticipated 
• Typical facilities picnic areas, tot lot, multi-purpose courts, open turf areas 

 
Community Parks 

• Community Park per 18,000 – 25,000 residents within 1 ½ mile radius 
• Size = 20 acres, reduced to 13 acres if located next to a school site where joint 

use is anticipated 
• Typical facilities: much the same as neighborhood parks, with lighted 

multipurpose sports field and recreation center building 

Swimming Pools 
• Swimming pool per 50,000 residents within 1 ½ to 2 mile radius 

 



2	  
	   	  	   Revision Date: April 16, 2013 

 
 

Park and Recreation 
Selected Bibliography 

 
 
Lavigne, Devin.  “The Importance of Unique Park and Recreation Standards”, February 
26, 2010.  http://www.hlplanning.com/mt/mt-
search.cgi?IncludeBlogs=2&tag=Parks%20and%20Recreation&limit=20 
 
Municipal Research & Services Center Washington. “Level of Service Standards, 
Measures for Maintaining the Quality of Community Life”, September 1994. 
http://www.mrsc.org/publications/levelservstandard.pdf 
 
National Park and Recreation Association, “Park and Recreation Database Report”, 
2012. 
http://www.nrpa.org/uploadedfiles/pagebuilder_proragis/content/common_elelments/pro
ragis-national-database-report-2012-nrpa.pdf 
 
National Recreation and Park Association, “Recreation, Park and Open Space 
Standards and Guidelines”, 1983.  
http://www.prm.nau.edu/prm423/recreation_standards.htm 
 
“The Park and Recreation 10 Year Plan”, 2008. 
http://charmeck.org/mecklenburg/county/ParkandRec/Parks/ParkPlanning/Pages/defaul
t.aspx 
 
“The Park and Recreation Presentation to the CCBAC”, July 11, 2012.  
http://charmeck.org/mecklenburg/county/CountyManagersOffice/OMB/CapitalProjects/D
ocuments/Parks-2012%207%2011%20CCBAC%20Presentation.pptx 
 
San Diego, California Park and Recreation Department, “Park Standards”. 
http://www.sandiego.gov/park-and-recreation/general-info/prstand.shtml 
 
The Trust for Public Land, “2011 City Park Facts”, November 1, 2011.  
http://www.tpl.org/publications/books-reports/ccpe-publications/city-park-facts-report-
2011.html 
 
Washington State Department of Community, Trade and Economic Development.  
“Planning for Parks, Recreation, and Open Space in Your Community”, February 2005.  
http://www.mrsc.org/publications/levelservstandard.pdf 



3	  
	   	  	   Revision Date: April 16, 2013 

 
Washington State Recreation and Conservation Funding Board, “Manual 2, Planning 
Policies and Guidelines” January 2011  
http://www.rco.wa.gov/documents/manuals&forms/Manual_2.pdf 
 
Westerville Parks & Recreation, “Strategic Plan 2012”, 2012. 
http://www.westerville.org/modules/showdocument.aspx?documentid=3439 
 


